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Welcome to another edition and 
here we £o .... There are new 
WWF World Tag Team Cham- 
pions in IVAN PUTSKI and TITO 
SANTANA. They defeated 
GENTLEMAN JERRY and 
LUSCIOUS JOHNNY VALIANT 
1n a special one fall encounter at 
Madison Square Garden. This 
match ended in a somewhat con. 
fusing state as to which Valiant 
should have been rightfully їп 
at the end. So a rematch has 
been set for the next MSG card. 
Ву the way, for those not in the 
know, the Valiants split with 
manager CAPTAIN LOU 
ALBANO even before the title go 
and a giant feud has erupted 
BRUISER FRANK 
BRODY captured the WWA Title 
from DICK “THE BRUISER" 
THE TWIN DEVILS 
still have the L.A. version of the 
World Tag Title GINO 
HERNANDEZ insists: “Just call 
me gorgeous Gino Hernandez.” 
Gino turned his hair blond 
DINO BRAVO has ven: 
tured into the AWA and quickly 
caught the fancy of the fans. 
Look for dynamic Dino to be top 
challenger for AWA World 
Champion NICK 
BOCKWINKEL's belt soon 
THE SPOILER regained 
the American Title from EL 
HALCON in Texas 
KILLER KARL KOX won the 
Georgia States Title 
DICK MURDOCH has the 
Missouri State Title 
MIKE GEORGE upset МЕ 
WRESTLING 11 for the NWA 
North American Title 
THE TURK turned the tables on 
RON STARR for the Central 
States Title JIMMY 
SNUKA turned mat meanie 
under manager BUDDY 
ROGERS, won the NWA U.S 
Championship in a tournament. 
The title had been vacated by 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


By FRANK AMATO 


RIC FLAIR ADRIAN 
ADONIS and JESSE VENTURA 
have formed a solid tag team in 
the AWA areas. Both grapplers 
have copied the style of SUPER- 
STAR BILLY GRAHAM 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO beat PAT 
PATTERSON in a Lumberjack 
contest in Boston via a dis- 
qualification MARK 
LEWIN was fined $1,000 by the 
NWA for hitting DAVID VON 
ERICH over the head with a 
chair during TV interviews 
COWBOY BILL WATTS 
has the NWA Mid-South Wres- 
tling Association Brass 
Knuckles Title, This new group 
was part of the LeRoy MoGuirk- 
Bill Watts promotions in 
Oklahoms-Louisiana-Arkansas. 
Mississippi-Texas-Missourt ter- 
Titor 
But the promoters split with 
most established stars going 
with Watts This 
reporter erroneously stated in 
his last column that KEVIN 
SULLIVAN beat MIKE GRAHAM 
for the NWA Jr. Heavyweight 
Title. It was for the Southern dr. 
Heavyweight Title. Sorry about 
that OUTLAW RON 
BASS won the AWA Southern 
Heavyweight Title from ROBERT 
FULLER but later lost it to BILL 
DUNDEE in Memphis, Ten- 
nessee ROCK HUNTER 
wrestler-manager has entered 
the Central States areas and try- 
ing to build another “Army.” 
Hunter seems to have signed 
THE TURK; THE ASSASSIN and 
TOMMY SHARP SIR 
OLIVER HUMPERDINK їз very 
proud of BUGSY McGRAW 
holding the Florida TV Title 
Humperdink now thinking of 
managing BAD BAD LeROY 
BROWN and forming a tag team 
-----... SWEDE HANSON had 
sent FRANK WILLIAMS to the 
hospital with two Piledrivers 














































































Dominic DeNucci in control. 


but thankfully Williams has 
recovered and 1s back in action. 
Meanwhile, Hanson lost his title 
bid for BOB BACKLUND's WWF 
World Title at MSG 
Western States Tag Team Title 
belong to DAVID and KEVIN 
VON ERICH STEVE 
TRAVIS doing well in Florida 
rings COWBOY BOB 
DUNCUM has returned to the 
WWF areas after a 5 year 
absence. This time CAPTAIN 
LOU ALBANO is his manager. 
When last here Duncum was 
managed by THE GRAND 
WIZARD Wizard ів the 
manager of KEN PATERA in the 
WWF. Of course Patera has 
returned after year plus 
absence. What is the story of 
Wizard and Albano changing 
wrestlers?? WAYNE 
FARRIS and LARRY LATHAM. 
hold the AWA Southern Tag 
Team Title ALBERTO 
MADRIL and CHAVO GUER- 
RERO won the Americas Tag 
Title from THE TWIN DEVILS 

-...- MIKE GRAHAM and 
RAY STEVENS won the Florida 
Tag Team Title from MR. HITO 
and MR. SAKURADA who are 
managed by MASSAO HATORI 

. BRUISER BOB 

SWEETAN won San Francisco's 
version of the U.8. Belt from 
RON STARR. WWF 
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WRESTLING CONFIDENTIAL 


Icontinued from page 6 


Champion BOB BACKLUND 
finally beat PAT PATTERSON in 
that Steel Cage Match in 
Madison Square Garden. For 
how it was done look further in 
this issue -. BULLDOG 
BOB BROWN and GAMA SINGH 
had won the Central States Tag 
Title from THE TURK and 
JERRY BROWN but had to 
Vacate the belts after Singh 
18000 to return within the 30 
days to defend the belts. 

Singh had been appearing in 
Japan. Now a tournament will 
be held to determine new tag 
champs BULL RAMOS 
still has the Americas Cham- 
plonship STAN 
HANSEN and COWBOY BOB 
DUNCUM won the AWA World 
‘Tag Team championship from 
VERNE GAGNE and MAD DOG 
VACHON TONY ATLAS 
continuing his winning ways in 
WWF land. Atlas looking 
forward to meeting PAT PAT- 
TERSON for WWF Inter- 
Continental Title which was 
formerly North American Title 

ANDRE THE GIANT 
won another Battle Royal. This 
time a 16 Man Royal in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, CHIEF 
WHAOO McDANIEL appearing 
out Los Angeles way 
SWEET BROWN SUGAR took the 
Southern Title from ERNIE 
LADD. Sugar has also formed a 
team with BOBO BRAZIL 

BOB ORTON dr. has 
the Southeastern Title 
GEORGE WELLS unmasked 
MR.X in Kansas City and it was 
RAY CANDY MANNY 
FERNANDEZ won the Florida 
belt from TERRY FUNK 

- GREG VALENTINE 
lost a bloody match (his own) to 
BRUNO SAMMARTINO. бте £o. 
ing to Japan and then returning 
to Mid-Atlantic region 
DEWEY ROBERTSON won the 
Canadian Heavyweight Title in a 
tournament CAPTAIN 
LOU ALBANO has brought in 
THE SAMOANS to the WWF. 
Albano says his new team will 
destroy all 3 Valiants and then 
take the tag title from Putski 
and Santana DUTCH 
SAVAGE still wrestling in 
Pacific Northwest areas thus 
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quelching retirement rumors 
STAN STASIAK still 
has Pacific Northwest Title 
= SUPERSTAR BILLY 
GRAHAM and AUSTIN IDOL 
forming tag team in Georgia 
LANNY POFFO won 
the International Belt from 
DICK MURDOCH .... On 
Real People TV show they 
featured KILLER KOWALSKI's 
wrestling school Sad to 
report two deaths in wrestling. 
DICK "DIRTY" RAINS former 
top mat toughie during 50’s and 
60's and LOU KLEIN 
(BASTIEN), Lou and half 
brother RED BASTIEN formed 


Y 


h 


f 


Chief Strongbow and Greg Valentine 
battle outside the ring. 


Harley Race ties up Rocky Johnson. 


one of the most popular tag 
teams in wrestling history, 
holding U.S. Tag Team Title in 
beating DR. JERRY and EDDIE 
GRAHAM THE 
BRUISER and SPIKE HUBER 
won the WWA Tag title from 
PAUL CHRISTY and ROGER 
“RIP” KIRBY TERRY 
FUNK claims SWEET BROWN 
SUGAR is ROCKY JOHNSON. 
No way Terry ~... LARRY 
ZBYZSKO doing well in WWF 
land MIL MASCARAS 
winning in Texas BAD 
BAD LeROY BROWN beat former 
manager and tag partner EDDY 
MANSFIELD in Los Angeles. 
Brown has turned mat hero and 
Mansfield has joined “The Com- 
pany” run by VICTOR RIVERA. 
Rivera has THE TWIN DEVILS; 
BULL RAMOS; GREAT 
GOLIATH; BAD NEWS ALAN 
COAGE THE SHEIK 
failed to take the WWF belt from 
BOB BACKLUND .. 
TOMMY RICH held NWA World 
Champion HARLEY RACE toa 
draw Mid-South 
Wrestling Association Tag Team 
Champions are BRUISER BOB 
SWEETAN and MIKE GEORGE, 

ED WISKOSKI entered 
the Central States areas 

...... TERRY "THE HULK” 

HOGAN has invaded the WWF 
under the management of FRED. 
BLASSIE. Hulk is 6’ 5" 320 
Pounds with bulging muscles 
and is he ever mean 
8.D, JONES doing well down in 
the Carolinas .......... THE 
GRAND WIZARD and costume 
designer David Darten have 
formed a company to make 
capes, jackets and costumes for 
wrestlers. Dave does much work 
for Broadway shows. The com- 
pany will be called DA-WIZ, 
Dave designed that gorgeous 
new jewel studded red satin and 
white robe for GREG VALEN- 
‘TINE which cost $ 2,500 

There will be a film on 
the mat career of FRED 
BLASSIE. It is now being filmed, 
watch for it Well that 
winds up another edition of 
WRESTLING CONFIDENTIAL 
This reporter welcomes all 
results and happenings from 
you, the wrestling fans. Please 
write to FRANK AMATO; 80 
Countisbury Avenue; North 
Valley Stream, NY. 11580 








He's one of the biggest wrestlers around, 
popular, always smiling, a gentle giant. Most of 
his career was spent out of the country 
and the question now as he appears in the U.S. is; 
How good is Big Red? 


Big Red has а bone-crushing| 
headiock on Don Kent. 





WILL BIG RED 
ACHIEVE STARDOM? 


Story and photos By 
GEORGE NAPOLITANO 


Red exerts pressure on Don Kent. 


He stands 6'5”, weighs 355 pounds and always has 
il He's warm, gentle, happy go- 

lucky and one of the up and coming wrestlers in the 
Sport today. His name is Big Red and, if you haven't 
heard of him yet, within a matter of time you will be 
hearing and reading quite a bit more about this gentle 
giant from Atlanta, Georgia 

Big Red has been wrestling profi ily for five 
years and if you id much about him it's 
because Red has spent a majority of his time wrest- 
ling out of the country. 

T've been around the world three times already, 
Red disclosed. “I've appeared in Japan, Hong Kong, 


Australia, New Zealand, Germany and already I've 
the Far East again 


been contacted 
sometime in the Spring, I've been too busy out of the 
country to rassle here in the States, but I'm hoping to. 
stay around h 1g enough now to let the people 
d up and take 
take too long before Big Red becomes 
outside the U.S.A. His 
friendly disposition just makes the people stand 
him on. But don’t think for a second that 
3 Red is just another big man unable to wrestle 
ause just the opposite is true 
1 was trained by the N.W.A. World's Heavyweight 
champion, Harley Race," Red admitted. "I met him in 
City and at that time he held the Central 
He took me under his wing and told me I 
d a good future in the sport. He taught me quite a 
few things and l'm very grateful to him for this 
Watching Big Red in the ring it's obvious that the 
Atlanta native has learned his lessons well. He 
definitely can wrestle and execute any hold 
imaginable with his pet maneuvers being the Atomic 


ere as he 
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Kent appears helpl 


Wearing a specially made jump sui 
Red waits for the bell to ring. 


BIG RED 
Knee Drop and the Big Splash. 
Besides, he's also quick and agile 
on his feet. "You can count on one 
hand the big men that can га: 
and move,” said Red, “There jus 
aren't thal many men around who. 
сап do both. Some of the guys only 
use their size, but | like to conside 
myself а full rassler. As far as my 
weight is concerned. I've always 
been big. My daddy and Harley 
Race taught me how to use the 
weight to my advantage, and this | 
try to do in all my matches. 

Throughout his career Big Red 
has been engaged in a running feud 
with one of the wild men in the 
sport, Abdullah the Butcher. It 
seems that no matter where Red 
has appeared, Abdullah has also 
been close by. The two have 
quite a few o g 
has come out on top quite a few 
times. 

The man is a psycho!" Big Red 
remarked when questioned about 
Abdullah, "Ili battle him as many 


who's 


king of the b 


Big Red poses for 
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boss. Th 


men and daddy, 


hat's me. 1 don't care for 


'e arriving home to wrestle 


Atlanta, Big Red previously had 


wrestled in Kansas City, Tenn: 


Gi see 


and Alabama. While in Tennesse 


Red teamed 


togeth 


ith Jerry Lawler an 


Southern Tag 
Alabama. 
the Alabama 


would 
said 


like to do rig! 
ilh a gleam in 


first is win the Georgia heavyweight 
crown. | want to show my friends 
ere at home how much | have 
learned. Ever since | started | 
anted to win th Right now 
this means more to me than even 
the world's belt. If | ever get the 
Georgia belt then I'll start to look 
ahead to the world's crown. But 
that’s in the distant future. 
The second thing | want to do is 
sste in Madison Square Garden, in 
New York City, the Big Apple. I've 
read so much about the place and I 
would love to be able to appear 
there, Every rassler's dream is 10 
rassle in the Garden. | hope to get 
my chance to appear there soon. 
Right now I'm booked up solid the 
next few months but after that I'm 
just waiting for the opportunity. If 1 
ever get the chance 10 rassle there | 
know that Ill be the talk of the town, 
They've never had a big man there 
ike me who can really rassle. If 1 
continue to make a name for myself 
around the world then I just might 
get fo see the bright lights of Broad 
ay 
Besides being a top notch 
wrestler, Big Red is also a big 
business executive. Red has in- 
vested some of his earnings {rom 
wrestling into two business ventures 
which have proven to be very pro: 
fitable. "I've invested in two com- 
panies which are doing very well, 
Red said. “My Big Red chewing 
gum is the number one chewing. 
gum in the south and we are now 
expanding our operations in the 
north. In Louisville, Kentucky an 
Arkansas our Big Red soft drink is 
number опе. | enjoy these busi 
deals but making people happy 
gives me the most satisfaction. | 
1 love talking to the kids. My 
message to all the kids out there is 
10 keep looking up. There are more 
things in life than getting high, and 
getting drunk. You don't have to 
smoke dope to make it. Just kee 
your head together and you'll make 
something of yourself. I've proven 
this and | want you to make it, too 
Now all you adults out there, if I'm 
ever in your area and you would like 
me to speak to your church group. 
ог organization please just ask and 
I'll make every effort to appear 
Friendly, soft spoken, likeable Big 
Red is a true credit to the sport. In 
the future one should be reading 
Quite a bit more about this newest 
sensation because he really is one 
of the stars of tomorrow, 





TEXAS BLOOD BATH 


THE UNFINISHED WA 
LOTHARIO AND GINC 


PHOTOS AND STORY By GEORGE NAPOLITANO 





The two have been 
involved in a bloody feud 
for two years now—one 
that doesn’t appear will 
ever end soon. 
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Through the years the state 
of Texas has been the scene of 
many explosive battles. A listing 
of the top battles that have 
taken place and settled in the 
Lone Star State would go on in- 
definitly. Yet out of all the feuds 
that have taken place in Texas 
there has never been one which 
has evoked more hatred and 


controversy as the one taking 
place today between 


Lothario pounds 
away at Hernandez. 
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хеп 


"Gorgeous" Gino Hernandez and 
the pride of Texas, Jose Lothario 
This feud has been raging for two 
years now and there doesn't seem 
to be an end in sight. The two have 
faced each other in every con- 
ceivable type of battles: chain 
matches; cage matches; hair 
matches; two-ring tag team battles; 
dog-fight rule battles; tape first 
matches and the end of this deep- 








rooted vendetta is still far from be- 
ing settled. 
Ironically, it was Jose Lothario 





who was instrumental in helping 
Hernandez get his start in the pro- 
fessional ranks. For as long as he 
Could remember. Gino wanted to 
do nothing else but wrestle. Gino's 
father, Luis Hernandez, also known 
as El Medico had been a top 
wrestler himself capturing the 
Texas heavyweight title as well as 
several tag team titles in the early 
sixties. Having been brought up in 
this environment it seemed only 
natural for Gino to want to become 
a professional wrestler himself. 

Week after week young Gino 
would faithfully attend the Friday 
night matches in the Coliseum and 
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* 
The younger Hernandez has Lothario in trouble with a headlock. 





saw every top wrestler in the sport 
ion. When Gino turned 16 
Jose Lothario began to work with 
the youngster. Gino trained fai 
fully and 
on the mats as well as with 
weights under the watchful 















eye of 
Lothario. Lothario also arranged for 


Gino to go to Laredo, Mexico t 
learn some of the high flying Mex- 
ican moves and tactic 

In Mexico Gino trained with both. 
Mil Mascaras and Dos Caras and 
by the time he was 18 the young 
Hernandez had quite a bit of poise, 
polish and experience. On his 18th 
birthday Gino made his pro debut 
in the Houston Coliseum and to 
say he was a sensation in this first 
match would be an understate- 
ment! For the next few years Gino 























stayed mainly in the Texas area 
wrestling night after night acquiring 
the necessary experience needed 





to make it up the ladder of su 
cess. Along with this experienc 
Houston native had acquired quite 
а huge following in his hometown 
Gino was a “local boy mal 
good" success 

Finaly after a 











few yearsat 








home, it was time to go on the 
road. In one of his first stops out of 
Texas Gino Hernandez captured 
the U.S. Heavyweight title in 
Detroit. Gino held this belt for 
several months before returning to. 
his hometown once again 

Back in Texas Gino's ring style 
as well as his attitude began to 
change. The complete reversal oc- 
curred in the summer of 1978. The 
Cheers turned to boos; the clean 
breaks became sudden chops to 
the throat; biting, kicking, eye 
gouging were now Hernandez 
Style. Along with this new look 
Gino began to turn on old friends. 
In fact, his friend and teacher Jose 
Lothario had become his number 
one target. 

The man is washed up, over 
the hill” claimed Hernandez, "Не 
should retire now before I put an 
end to his career. | understand that 
he has been going around telling 
people he got me where | am to 
day. That's a lie! | got where | am 
today on my own talent, He may 
have taught me a few things when 
| was a young kid but everything 
he ever showed me was worthless, 












Hernandez has Lothario in an armlock. 








He didn’t want to teach me too. 
much because he was afraid the 
day would come when | would take 
over. And that day has arrived!" 
This tirade aimed at Lotha 
was the first shot in the war that 
has now spilled over into its 
second year. But, по matter how 
hard Gino tried he just couldn't. 
defeat the popular Lothario. During 
the months of July, August, 
September, Ос 

















tried everything in his power to 
come up with a victory over the 
talented Mexican; but he always 
wound up on the short end of the 
stick, Out of sheer frustration, Gino 
finally challenged Lothario to a hair 
vs. hair match in November of 
1978. Hernandez was extreme! 
confident that he could finally 
defeat the “old тап." But was һе 
surprised when he walked out of 
the ring completely baid! 

"That should keep him quiet for 
awhile," a smiling Jose Lothario 
stated after the bout, “He's going 
around saying all kinds of goofy 
things but | think we won't be hear- 
ing too much more out of him 
now.” Jose paused for a second 
and then spilled out some of his 
thoughts. "Who ever thought that 
he would 1o the things he's doin 
| remember him as nice young 
fellow, respectable and ap- 
preciative, but | guess | was 
wrong, One doesn't just change 
like this over night. He must have 
always been this way. l'm just 


Hernandez exerts pressure on 
Lothario from behind. 


sorry that | taught him wnat | did, I 
guess he didn't learn his lessons 
100 well because he still hasn't 
beaten me. But really, | can't see 
why he's changed. Maybe some- 
day he'll wake up again to reality. 
For the remainder of 1978 and 
the first half of 1979 Jose Lothario 
and Gino Hernandez battled each 
other whenever they could. In 
some matches Lothario was su 
cessful and in others Hernandez 
was the victor. But it was obvious 
that Hernandez was making a bet- 
ter showing in the more recent 
matches. Eventually, Hernandez in 
his efforts to rid the territory of his 


arch enemy, imported El Gran 
Markus from Mexico to help him 
combat Lothario. Markus and 
Lothario had battled numerous 
times in the past and it was 
Hernandez’ feeling that with 
Markus in Texas to help him the 
new combination could rid the area 
once and for all of Jose Lothario. 

For several weeks whenever 
Hernandez wrestled, Markus was 
close by his side. Hernandez, with 
Markus’ help, managed to defeat 
Jose Lothario on a few occasions 
and these losses greatly angered 
the popular Mexican. "I'll get 
even!” Lothario swore. "If he 
thinks he can get me with Markus 
оп his side ГЇ! get someone of my 
own to help me too! 

Within a few days El Halcon, the 
Mexican Heavyweight champion. 
had joined Lothario's side. 
Together the team of Lothario and 
Halcon were very successful 
against the Hernandez-Markus duo, 
In fact, Lothario and Halcon wrestled 
so well together that they managed 
to win the U.S. American tag team 
tite. 

Hernandez wanted to defeat the 
champions even more. In a wiid 


Hernandez sneers at the crowd. 


and controversial match. 
Hernandez and Markus finally suc- 
ceeded in winning the title from 
Lothario and Halcon. “We showed 
them that we are the greatest," 
Hernandez boasted after the bout. 
From now on it's nothing but 

downhill all the way for old man 
Lothario and his two-bit partner." 

In the weeks following the tag 
team situation got even more hec- 
tic. Markus and Hernandez 
recruited Killer Brooks as their 
honorary "'Bandit" while Lothario 
and Halcon, not to be out done. 
called upon Mil Mascaras to aid 
them, To say that these six men 
engaged in a total war would be an 
understatement! In a wild, six man, 
two ring battle in Houston, 

Lothario, Halcon and Mascaras 
showed the villainous trio Just 
whom the tougher team was by 
defeating Hernandez, Markus and. 
Brooks convincingly! 

But the deep hatred still existed 
between Lothario and Hernandez. 
Not too long ago Hernan 
peared on Т.У. Howeve 
time fan favorite was billing himself 
as “Gorgeous” Gino and sporting 


icontinied on ра 
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GEORGE WELLS ADMITS: 
"| PREFER WRESTLING 


The star linebacker of the Hamilton 


Showing his speed, Wells uses an aerial 
body block against Rose. 


Tigercats 


the Canadian Football League is 


torn between pro football and wrestling. 
At the moment he is doing both, but if he had 
to choose one, he'd pick wrestling. 


appeared to be 
something, The man was ги 
I. He sat on 
in his 
s match 


led at 


the bench, his face res 
ds. He hai 
but he didn't se 
discuss th 
Itisn't as easy as people think 
George Wells, pro football player 
and highly rated wrestler. said. "1 
seem to have no time for anything. | 
admit | love wre 
lazy. | don't mind spending time 
working out in the gym or traveling 
to my next town to wrestle. But, it's 


1 was told it wouldn't be easy. | 
informed various promot 

illing to work hard and travel 
They knew | was full of ambition and 
dedication. However, now it seems 


football season was the 
ughest. | spent time practicing and 

playing ball and | never had a night 

off. Promote time, were 

contacting m: 

for them for one or tv 


between 
‘Coaches usually frown on this 
Wells continued. “They feel it can 
take away from concentration for 
future games, plus they are aware 
of the good chance of being injured 
during а match. | told most of the 
promoters that | wouldn't wrestle 
until after the season 
Wells plays for the Hamilton 
Tigercats in the Canadian Football 
League. His wrestling career has 
seen him defeat. many topnotchers 
including rowdy Roddy Piper. 
Playboy Buddy Rose, Stan “The 
Man" Stasiak, The Turk, Jerry 
Brown, The Masked Avenger, Dutch 
Savage, and Eddie "Continental 
Lover” Mansfield 
Wrestling, he admits, is his fi 
love. Football comes second 
1 have always enjoyed watching 
iling on television, and atten. 
ing it at the local arena when | was 
joungsier,”” he says, “I had no 
idea when | was 12 or 13 that eight 
s later | would be wrestling with 
the pros. | more or less enjoyed it 
as a hobby and favorite sport. | 
паб much interest in pursuing 
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Wells has a pained Stan Stasiak grabbing the rope. 


-"-— — 4 A == 


Using leverage, Wells puts an armlock on Stasiak. 


Coming to the aid of another wrestler, Wells, right, shows concern. 
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continued from page 19 
it as a profitable career. 

was always athletic and well 
built. 1 frequently worked out at local 
YMCA's and | played football 
basketball and wrestling in hi 
school in Oakland, California 

My friends and I would attend 
live matches and, kiddingly, they 
would nudge me and tell me what a 
great wrestler | would make 

! never gave it much thought, 
until after 1 entered football {ran 
into a few other pro wrestlers who 
also played football and they in- 

roduced me to a few promoters. A 
ew months later | had my first pro. 
match and promoters and fans real- 

ly liked me. 

Wells has been a rule-abiding 
athlete since his first match and, ас- 
cording to him it's the only way to 
wrestle. 

In my opinion, no respect should 
be given to wrestlers like Bruiser 
Bob Sweetan, Bad, Bad Leroy 
Brown, Blackjack Mulligan, Ed 
Wiskoski, Pat Patterson or any of 
the wrestlers who constantly break 


After all, wrestling is a sport and 
it should be treated and respected 
as such, It is not a street fight 
where anything goes, although | ad- 
mit some matches turn out that way 
because of grudges between the 
participants. 

Wrestlers like Ron Starr, Bob 
Backlund, Chavo Guererro, Pedro 
Morales and Ted DeBiassare five 
whom | totally respect,” Wells said, 

They are scientific and follow the 
rules. They all stay in top shape and 
they are extremely fast on their feet, 
They know all the holds, moves and 
counter-moves. Those are the qualifi- 
cations, 1 feel, of being a good 
wrestler. Wrestling should be 





cleaned of the constant rul 
breakers. 

In the ring, Wells is fast and Ii 
оп his feet. He enters the ring 
prepared for any eventuality and 
although, as he said, he much 
prefers wrestling by the rul 
think he can’t handle himself 
against those who give him a hard 
tim 

Wells was in а tag match with 
Indian star Gama Singh against 
Jerry Brown and The Terrible Turk in 
San Francisco's Cow Palace о 
night. When Turk repeatedly cho 
him with the corner ring rope, Wells 
grabbed a ringside chair and 
chased him around the ring w 
The referee 
disqualify Wells if he didn't release 
the chair. Wells, having never been 
disqualified, didn't want to break his 
perfect record. He put down the 
chair and Turk heeded the warning 

"Wrestling is a rough sport and 
that's the way | like it,’ Wells said. 
“| would have loved to clobber him 
over the head with the chair, but | 
wouldn't have even thought about it 
It he hadn't started the whole thing 
by using the rope. | will fight fire 
with fire and the fans are all for my 
style and attitud 

ire do. Wells constantly 
ws large crowds to arena: 
wherever he wrestles and the fans 
turn out to see him because he is 
heir favorites. 

А young female ringsider is 
always on the edge of her seat 
when Wells is in the ring. 

“He is definitely my favorit 
she said, “There is always action 
when he is wrestling and he follow 
the rules. | really think he is going 
places. | predict he will win a big 
title soon. 


continued on page 58 


Grimacing, Wells ар; 
Rose’s head. 
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Putski clamps on this Sideheadiock Um 
to Greg Valentine. £ 





He proved it by winning the WWF Tag Team 
title with Tito Santana. But һе won’t rest on 
his laurels. Putski still points his finger at 
wrestling’s bad guys...and vows to get them 
oneata time. 
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(PHOTOS By AND STORY By FRANK AMATO) 


Greg Valentine cowers as Putski 
dies his attack in this wild match. 


Nice guys finish last" is the quote delivered 
by baseball immortal Leo "The Lip” Durocher 
many years ago. It is. g which has become 
a most often used axiom. At times it has become 
truth 

Not if you talk with Ivan Putski the powerhouse 
fom Krakow, Poland. The mighty might of 
professional wrestling has his own views on the 
subject. He believes the very opposite. 

I can't go along with that saying ", says 
Putski. “I'm a nice guy, right? ! try to fight the 
wrongs in wrestling of vicious wrestlers and 

юзе devious managers for years. | know they 
believe that saying. I fight back and don't end up 
last. Is Bruno Sammartino last? Is Bob Backlund 
last? Chief Jay Strongbow last or my partner Tito 
Santana last? They are nice guys and they do 


is hotel room and puffing on 
his cigar, continued, "Sammartino won the WWF 
belt twice. Backlund has the WWF belt nearly 
two years. Nice quys who never stooped to 
degrade themselves for the title. The answer is 
they have honor. I have honor. Only wrestlers 
and managers without honor degrade them- 
selves for money and power, guys like 

Ken Patera; Bobby Duncum and Ivan Koloff. 
Then you have Chief Maivia; Victor Rivera; 
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Jim Valiant and Spiros Arion. They 
all have no honor because they 
betray their fans. They are the 
‘worst. I'll fight them forever. 

Putski, normally a smiling. 
individual, was very serious now. Hi 
continued on, "Bad managers 
change them, You take Fred 
Blassie. He took 
Maivia and turned them 
animals for money and title hopes 
Lou Albano changed Patera. Grand 
Wizard changed Jim Valian 
did this because they are hateful 
men. They are a sicknes: 
spread their sickness in wr 
They also bring in other wr 
carry on this sickness 

Putski, by now, was walking the 
floor, gesturing with his cigar, 
saying, "I'm out to prove a nice guy 
can finish first. I think I have proved 
it by wrestling th 
and beating them. | will contin. 
prove l'm right. Right now I hav 
picked this young great wre 
Santana as my tag team pa 
With Tito we will win the 
Tag Team Champions 
take the belts from Jerr 
Valiant and prove that right is might 
We have the perfect chance 
because these Valiants hav 
with their manager Albano. With no 

der to guide them and interfere 
for them Tito and | wil 


Putski smiles as he sends Victor 
Rivera down to his knees. 
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Putski and Santana have 
bined to cor 


bounds in just se 
For Ivan Putsk 
tag title will be a p 


antana all this 


wrestle with great agility. Tito is not 
afraid to mix it 


this. Now with my power we сап 
beat these Valiants." 
Putski and S 

vigorously for hours in the gym. 

They lift weights to strength 

arms and legs. They do road w 
They train in the 

g rking on holds and ma- 

neuvers which they f 


Putski says, 
gid training. | alwa; 
"di weigh 248 
ar ago | was 28¢ 
ате over 
sn't sloppy like 
some other wrestlers are, Then | 


himself down losing twenty роит 
He remained strong bul kept his 
So! did the same. I kept my 


sing all that 
only physical chan 
has also 


pro. Putski says of his missing 
beard, “I get many letters from fans 


With his powerful strength. Putski will pull apart hands of opponent. 





The popular Putski attacks Brower, still wearing his Putski makes Ivan Koloff a vicitm with this Sideheadlock 
ring jacket, before the bell. during one of their torrid battles. 


Putski sends a powerful right to head of arch enemy Superstar Graham. 
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CYCLONE NEGRO: 


“THATE 
SONNY KING... 
PLL GET 

НІМ YET! 


(PHOTOS AND STORY 
By GEORGE NAPOLITANO) 


The popular veteran has issued 
a warning to King and won't rest 
until he gets his revenge... 

no matter how long it takes. 


He's big, strong, powerful and one of the most impos- 
ing forces in the wrestling world, He stands 6' 3", is 260 
pounds of solid muscle and has been on top for over 
twenty years. Yet he's still feared today as much as he 
was when he first started out in the sport. There Is no 
reason why Venezuelan native Cyclone Negro shouldn't 
continue to be one of the top stars of the mat for many 
years to come. 

"Everywhere I've ever appeared I've always won the 
title and | don't expect to slow down now,” Cyclone. 
Negro stated while relaxing after another successful bout 
1л El Paso, Texas. "I have a few more commitments to 
finish here and then it's off to the Caribbean to compete. 
Then | just may travel to South America to show my old 
fans that Cyclone has still got it 

Cyclone Negro first arrived in the states in 1960, and 
starting in Texas the masked sensation took the area by 
storm. Teaming with another masked star, Torbolino 
Blanco, the two masked men proved to be a tremendous 
combination. As successful as they were as a team, in- 
dividually these two men were just as sensational. 

| remember very vividly my most important match as 
a single," Negro recalled. “It was 1960 and my opponent | 

‘continued on page 28 











Negro is in complete control. 
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SONNY KING 


Jcontinued from page 27 


was the then NWA champion, Pat 
O'Connor. Up until then I nad 
wrestled under a mask but right 
before this important battle | un- 
masked myself so that the cham- 
pion would not have any excuses if 
Twon. I can remember that match 
as though it were yesterday. In it | 
just barely missed becoming cham- 
pion, O'Connor got disqualified and 
there went my high hopes. From 
thal day on I've tried desperately 
to win the title. That is the only belt 
that has eluded me. I've wrestled 





Negro struts before a match. 


every champion from Pat O'Connor 
to Harley Race. Some of them I've 
defeated, some have defeated me. 
others l've been disqualified 
against, but I'm still not giving up 
hope yet. As long as | keep at it 
my day still may come.” 

In his illustrious career Cyclone 
Negro has held many titles across 
the country. “I've been Texas 
heavyweight champion," he 
pointed out. "I was the first Califor- 
nia heavyweight champion, Florida 
state champion, Florida tag team 
champion three times with Jack 
Brisco, Sam Steamboat and my 
brother Omar Atlas. | hold the 
singles belt in Indianapolis as well. 
as the tag team title there with the 
Alaskan, Jay York. Besides, | was 
the Caribbean heavyweight cham- 
pion and most recently as Mr. 
Uganda, | held the belt in Florida 

That's quite an impressive list of 
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Coni 





ident, Negro applies headlock. 


achievements and one which will 
certainly continue to grow for as 
long as Cyclone Negro remains in 
the sport 

"Everywhere Гуе ever appeared 
I've always won a title,” he claimed, 








‘Once | set my sights on a goal, | 


don’t give up until | have 
grasp.” 

Last year while wrestling in 
Florida Cyclone Negro was involved 
in a very controversial situation. 
While wrestling in Australia and 
New Zealand, Cycione Negro 
received a wire from Sonny King 
asking him to come to Florida to. 
join his "Family" once his tour 

5 100k Id 
Мег and upon arriving in 














He offered me a large sum of, 
money to join his family," Negro 
stated. “He asked me to wrestle 











under the name Mr. Uganda and 
since he paid me a good advance | 
had no reason to turn him down. It 
took me a while but in time 1 learned 
that he was nothing but a liar and 
a crook. When | couldn't take 
anymore of Sonny King's 
nonsense, | went on TV unmasked 
myself and told everyone who | 
was. Sonny King became furious 
and denied that | was ever Mr. 
Uganda. He then tried to put the 
mask on Bugsy McGraw and 
another young guy from Oklahoma 
but the fans could tell that | was 
the real Mr. Uganda. 

"This ws the start of King's 
downfall in Florida. After this | 
ieamed up with my brother Omar 
or a while, but in a match against 
Pak Song and doe LeDuc the two 
of them along with King ganged up 
оп my brother breaking his leg. He 
has since recovered and you can 








Д Бе sure that one day I'll get back 
at them. This incident has been im. 
bedded in my brain and | will see 
to it that someday they will pay. 

Locking at Cyclone Negro one 
can see that he is in superb 
physical condition. 





ve always been a physical 
fitness fanatic,” Cyclone stated. 

When | was young | competed in 
the Mr. South America competition. 
| was Mr. Venezuela when I was 
18 years old and I've always ke 
in top shape. | have my own gym 
in Melbourne, Florida and when 
I'm out of town my sons Michael 
and Raymond take care of the 
place. My son Michael is 6' 4" and 
Weighs 230 pounds and is com. 
peting now for Mr. Florida. He is 
the Florida heavyweight amateur 
wrestling champion. He holds the 
Florida state record for the discus 
апа besides he's the number Five 
rated running back in the state. 
Someday he may follow my 
footsteps into the professional 
ranks. 

What does the future hold for 
Cyclone Negro? The South 
American native recently revealed 
his future plans. 














| have по intentions of retiring 
yet," claimed Negro. "I'm still in 
Shape. | can still go in there and 
defeat anyone wrestling today. | 
plan on traveling around the coun- 
try and adding some more titles to 
my already large list. I'm already 
committed in going to Japn in 
March, Since 1964 I've made 14 
{rips to Japan and | am one of the 
top international stars there, The 
people in the Orient know me a 
the Caribbean Hurricane, and | in 
tend on showing the fans there the 
style thal has made me the top at 
traction around the world. After 
this | will probably stop over in the 
Caribbean area. | held the Carib- 
bean title in 1969 and if | return 
there | know that | will win it again. 
This sport has been good to me. 
I've made quite a substantial 
amount of money. I've seen quite а 


Negro pulis opponent's hair. 






Negro poses for WRESTLING TODAY. Negro works opponent on ropes. 








ф — few places and | intend on living | 
this lite to its fullest. This is ту 
goal 


Cyclone Negro, The Caribbean 
Hurricane has accomplished quite 
a bit in his illustrious career and 
the Venezuelan native should con- 
tinue to keep on going strong for 
Quite a few years to come. 
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‘Sammartino takes on Volkoff and т 
total war emerges. Bruno kicks 
Volkoff in the head. P 




















BRUNO 
SAMMARTINO 


"TM NOT 
AFTER THE 
WWE BELT!” 


and Photos By 
INK AMATO 
The two-time former champion has 
denied he would like another crack at the title 
he held for 11 years. His many fans insist 
that he should go after the belt but Bruno has 
refused. . . atleast for now anyway! 


He made his way towards 
the ring and the cheers and 
applause that greeted Bruno 
Sammartino brought down the 
SRO filled arena in Madison 
Square Garden, The accolades 
asted a good two minutes. The 

ans were his and have been 

of sixteen long years, They 
ove the “Living Legend of 
Wrestling" as Bruno іс referred 
1o by the press, wrestlers, pro- 
moters and fans, 

Sitting at press row one 


reporter said, "He's still he 
champion to them. He always 
will be." 

Yes. Bruno is still the 
ion tc his fans. He doesn't own 
any title but the fans reler to 
him as "Тһе People’s Cham- 
pion,” an honorary title that 
means nothing except to Bruno 
himself. 

Bruno says, “This honorary 
title was bestowed upon me by 
the fans about a year ago, I'm 
honored that they feel this way. 


























1 hope they always will. | love the 
fans, They have been with me а! 
these many years. through t 

reigns, The fans have made me 
what Lam in wrestling. You don't 
become anything without t 

They are just fantastic 

Bruno doesn’t wrestle as often as 
he once did when he held the WWF 
World Heavyweight Championship. 
He only appears about four times 
month, When not wrestling against 
some formidable opponent, Bruno 
does color commentary for the TV 
matches for the WWF along with 
Vince McMahon Jr. a job Bruno 
loves doing. 

Bruno comments on his behin 
the-microphone role, “1 love doing 
t, feel comfortable telling the fans 
about various wrestlers, th 
maneuvers, on the capabilities of 
wrestlers or their shortcomings. | 
enjoy interviewing wrestlers be 
ween the matches. | get plenty of 
mail from fans saying how much 
they enjoy seeing me doing it. Th 
is somthing I've always wanted 
do 

How did Bruno get to become 

att of sidekick to McMahon? Bruno 
smiles and says, "Actually it hap 
pened not long after my b 
Stolen from me by Supers 
© 
to guest appear behin 
microphone for three week 
atter ту very first stint the mai 
started pouring in saying how muc 
they enjoyed seeing me, After my 
third appearance Ihe тай kept com 

ng in. So | was asked to make it a 
permananet role. | couldn't retu 

Although Bruno did accept his 

w role he still continued to wr 
lle. Not on a regular basis but in 
certain arenas. After all, he һаа 
retired from active wrestling. He 
wasn't ready for that yet 

Bruno says "ll know when the 
time has come for me to hang up 
my wrestling trunks. When | can't 
perform to the best of my ability and 
when | find | can't beat wrestiers 
I've beaten before, I'll quit. Ill know 
it before anyone else. | don’t eve 
want to hear the fans say, ‘It's time 
Bruno quits before he gets hurt 
That's when you know you have had 

When Bruno does decide to v 
tle he takes on only the top гаї 
wrestlers. He has had match 
against Victor Rivera: 


Soon 
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‘Sammartino ties up the arm of 
Gentleman Jerry Valiant during 
match, Bruno won. 


Volkoff, 
Jimmy 


nade him 


have mi 
victory ove 
WWF 


Sammartino gets even. 
Volkoff by clobbering him with chair. 


Bruno Samartino and his manager for 
over 17 years Arnold Skoaland pose 
for Wrestling Today. 


yet 

Being behind the microphone has 

given Bruno some very hairy 

nents. Wrestling villains like the 
previous mentioned ones have 
scored Bruno during interviews. 
They have yelled at him, insulted 
him and one even attacked him. 

was Volkoff and his manager 
Fred Blassie. 

Bruno says of Ihe attack, “For a 
few weeks | had tried to interview 
Volkoff without success, Then 
Volkoff and | were to arm wrestle on 
TV. 1 wanted to prove that Volkol 
wasn't as strong as Blassie claimed, 
As | removed my jacket and knelt 
down Blassie hit me from behind 
with his cane. Then he and Volkoff 

id punched me and tore my 
shirt 

















Bringing Volkoff's head down, Sammartino belts away with right hand punch. 





This lead to a ma 
Square Garden which Bruno in 
sisted upon. He says 
sneaks behind me and attaci 
without my getting even. 1 v 
3t Volk in fror 
fans. | did and pinned him. That 
match gave me gre 
Bruno wrestles only when he 
feels like it. Does he miss 
0n a full schedule? Bruna insis 
ally. I'm doing what 1 ike do- 
ing, | admit | miss wearing the WWE 
belt when | do w 
me for two title reigns which com 
bined lasted over 
don't miss traveling from city to city 
each day or night 






WWE standings 











s his head as he 























With the victories that Bruno has 
compiled since taking on his new 








1 won't challenge Backlund, 
Backlund is managed by Arnold 





Skoaland who still manages Bruno. 
Is there a conflict of interests? "Not 
says Bruno, “Since | stopped 
trying to regain the belt Arnie looked 
towards Backlund, We get alon 
ne. Amie accompanies me to the 
ting as well as Backlund. Arnie still 
helps me train for my matches 
he always did. Nothing has 
changed. 

Bruno Sammartino no longer 
wears the gold belt of the WWF 
led he's not interested in 
wrestling Backlund for the belt. 
Bruno is as popular now as he's 
ever been. Bruno Is champion. The 
People's Champion. No belt is 
necessary. He really doesn't 


need one. 
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Hanson does use scientific holds .... but rarely. Here is a rare 
time with Chinlock on Strongbow. 
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“| LOVE TO SEE 
MY OPPONENTS 
SUFFER!" BOASTS 
SWEDE HANSON 


By BRENT SCHULZ 


Hanson admits to using any tactic 
possible to injure another wrestler 
in order to win. What’s more, 
he could care less if he injured 
one even permanently. 


Big Swede Hanson hails from 
the south but he's far from being 
labled a southern gentleman. At 
least not when it comes to 
wrestling in that squared circle. 
Once in the ring Hanson takes 
off the kid gloves and is all 
business. He doesn't plan on 
losing and he makes sure he 
won't. 

Hanson has one way of wres- 
tling. He.says: Get to your 
‘opponent fast with vicious, hard 
core wrestling. Never give your 
‘opponent any chance to 
retaliate. Keep up the pressure 
with every dirty trick possible. 
Forget anything fancy." 

Hanson loves to punch and 
Kick or drive his elbow deep into 
the neck, back and face; send 
vicious kicks to the head, back. 
legs and neck; gouge the eyes; 
choke to cut off the air supply to 
the lungs; use kneedrops to the 

‘continued on page 38 

















SWEDE HANSON 


Icamtinued from page 37 


throat and if the opportunity arrives 
use any foreign weapon at hand. 

Is this the full repertoire of 
‘Swede Hanson? Of course not. 
Hanson can wrestle scientifically 
and is very adept at doing so. After 
all he should be with 20 years of 
pro matdom behind him. Yet, Han- 
Son prefers the roughouse tactics. 

Why? Hanson replies, "| love to 
be mean. | love to strike the fear of 
Hanson into my opponents. Let 
them know who's boss. Hit them 
hard and fast like a runaway train. 
Keep your man off balance from 
the very start. Once your opponent 
has fear he's a whipped dog, A 
whipped dog doesn't fight back 
because he's scared. The meaner | 
get the faster | win and I love to 
win.” 

Since invading the WWF area 
for the first time in his long mat 
career Hanson, has yel to use any 
legal hold. Why? Hanson says. 
"Using a hold on opponents is fin 


Hanson and Chief Jay Strongbow in 


test of Fingerlock contest. 


‘The controversi 


Tor the other guy. A kick or punch 
gets the job done quicker. They 
jortest distance between 
is a straight line. | think 
you get the message. 

One man who got the message 
the hard way was ting journeyman 
Frank Williams. During a match on 
TV Hanson used his pet maneuver, 
The Piledriver, on Williams. Not 
‘once, which is normally sufficient, 
but twice. On the receiving end 
Williams, his head driven hard into. 
the mat, was left unconscious, his 
neck tilted to one side. He had to 
be carried from the ring on a 
stretch 

While being carried from 
ringside Hanson did the dastardly 
deed of dumping Williams from the 
stretcher. Williams was hospitalized 
but doctors found his neck wasn't 
broken but severly damaged. 

This didn't seem to phase Нап. 
son one bit. He comments, “Тоо 
bad Williams wasn't retired. 1 
wanted to end his mat career. Not 
that | have anything against hi 
but when it comes 10 my opponen 


or те, it’s my opponent, Get your 
man before he get you. 

There is one man who's pleased 
about his philosophy. That is Han- 
son's manager on the WWF circuit 
Fred Blassie. Blassie laughs over 
Williams’ plight, "1 loved the way 
Williams: neck tilted to one side. 
Swede did exactly what | ordered 
him to. This Piledriver will get us 
the WWF World Championship 
from Bob Backlund. Can you just 
imagine Backlund’s skinny neck 
snapping from this hold? The belt 
is good as ours. 

How did Blassie come to 
manage Hanson? Blassie says, 
"I've known Swede lor many 
years. Гуе always admired his 
ability. Years ago | could have 
managed Hanson but prior commit- 
ments on both sides prevented our 
getting together. Then right betore 
last summer, Swede called me and 
told me he was free. | jumped at 
the chance to sign him up. With 
Hanson's know how there wasn't 
much for me to train or instill in 

The man knows his business. 
1 love a mean man like Hanson. 


Hanson displays his Bearhug on 
‘opponent for another victory. 


ame $ 
Piledriver which Swede Hanson has 


mastered. This_hold has come under close scrutiny. 





We'll пр apart the pencit-necked 
geeks in the WWF 

Hanson's mat career has been 
very successful. There isn't an 
area he hasn't appeared, includi 
the Orient, Australia and Canada. 
Wherever he appears titles come 
his way. Such luminous belts as 
Texas Champion; Texas Tag Team 
Champion. Central States Cham- 
pion: Rocky Mountain Champion: 
International Champion; Universal 
Champion: Georgia Tag Team 
Champion: Tennessee Tag Team 
Champion and Southern Tag Team 
Champion 

Most of his co-holding of tag 
team titles has been with his very 
close friend Rip Hawk. When they 
teamed together, which lasted 
about fifteen years, they were con 
sidered one of the very best teams 
in wrestling. In the south they still 
are considered the epitome of tag 
wrestling. 

Several years ago, witn no new 
worlds to conquer as a team, Han. 
son and Hawk split up. Hanson 
says of the split, "Hawk will always 
have a special place in my heart 


Hanson loves to punish opponents 
with his powerful beating. 


In my book we were the 
team ever. | even include such 
great teams as Jerry & Luke 
Graham; The Kangaroos and lately 
the Valiani 
lasted on to; an 
claim better 
In the WWF Hanson has won 
about every match he's ap- 
ed in. Another wrestler Steve 


егу best 


jured as badly as Williams from 
Piledrive ious maneuver 
which has been banned in several. 
states, is delivered by placing the 
head of your opponent between 
your own knees and then lifting. 
him off the mat and coming down 
hard info a sitting position. With 
the head locked between the 
knees, the head hits the mat hard, 
The force of the blow 
or total unconsciousness. This hold 
is so devastating some wrestlers in 
the past have had to relire from 
active wrestling, 

Hanson lays claim 1 
careers of a f 


ending the 
with this hold. Не 


says proudly, “This is а тат 
game. Survival of the fittest, You 
sign for a match you take your 
chances. | have no remorse over 
ending any wrestler's career. Hell, 
he gets paid to wrestle like | do. 
When any wrestler knows they аге 
facing me they shake in their 
shoes. | love that 

Would Hanson be happy if he 
ended someone's career in the 
WWF? Hanson says, “You bet! 
This Strongbow almost was retired 
and l'd like nothing better to finish 
the job. | also would love to end 
the careers of Bruno Sammartino, 
Ivan Putski and Bob Backlund. 
‘These three Blassie has put on the 
top of the hit list. If Freddie wants 
it I'll see to it they fall 

So Swede Hanson has invaded 

WWF and he's one mean dude 
He has already injured two 
wrestlers with his Piledriver, He 
wants more to suffer. With Blassie 

пе helm, wrestlers in the WWF 
are taking a close look at Hanson, 
They hope they aren't the next vic 
tims of Hanson's Piledriver 


‘Swede Hanson and his manager Fred 
Blassie look menacing for Wrestling Today. 


YE 
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World Wrestling Federation champion 
Bob Backlund and Ра; 


t Patterson have met each 
other an unprecedented. four times. Each 
match gets bloodier and the feud must end before 


someone gets permanently injured, | 
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When this reporter mentioned it 
was Backlund who insisted on this 
Match and not Patterson, Wizard 
shouted, "LIES! ALL LIES! It was 
Backlund who ran from us. He took 
out brass knuckles and bloodied 
Pat, Is that any way for a champion 
Jo act? What has that hayseed 
‘Backlund brought upon the WWF 
bell? Only a great sportsman like 
Pat here can restore honor to the 
title, In this next mateh we will bring 
back the honor and integrity to the 
title." 

When both Backlund and Patter- 
son enter that steel cage it will mark 
Ihe fourth straight match between 
ihe two, one which vill make history 
Patterson," he said. 

Finaliy after getting himselt 
together Backlund headed for the 
dressing roam. The cheers followed 
him but Bob bowed his head, Inside 
his dressing room Bob stated, “| 
had the match won. ї chased that 
coward all over the ring and outside. 
1 got careless and he used a chair 
on me and knocked me cold, just 
enough for me ta get counted out. 1 
was in control throughout the match 
and he gets his hand raised. 1 want 
him again but this time 1 aim to keep 
him inside the ting. Гуе asked Arnie 
Skoaland to sian a Steel Cage 
Match. E just hope Patterson has the 
guts to sign the contract. 

Several minutes later Skoalanc 
entered the dressing room with a 
contract. Backlund took the 
contract, read it and smiled. Nota 
happy smile but a smile which 
showed satisfaction. Backlund 
spoke. "He signed it which is what 
I've wanted. This time he can't run 
and hide. This time the cage will 
keep him where I'll get my hands on 
him, hate cage matches as you 
know. Only animals belong in cages 
but Patterson's an animal. I hate 
lowering тузе! to his level but i 
getting the job done means 
wrestling inside the cage twill 

Ра! Patterson and his manager 
The Grand Wizard looked pleased 
when confronted at their hotel. Pai- 
lerson states, "I've beaten 
Backlund twice now. Yet the WWF 
world belt has been denied me. 
What must 1 do to get ihe goid 
belt?" 

Wizard looked serious when he. 
said, "We have asked for a cage 
match and we managed to get 
Backlund to sign his chicken name 
оп the dotted line. Now Backlund 
cant run and Pat here will destroy 
42 WRESTLING TODAY 





the farmer 





















in the WWF. Previously no defend- 


ing champion ever had to go beyond 


three straight tite matches with any 
challenger in any one arena- 

How did this all come about? it 
goes back to the very first meeting 
between Backlund and Patterson. 
The first match became a torrid 
struggle but suddenly Backlund 
recelved lacerations to the head. 
Now bleeding heavily Patterson 
pounded away at the wounded 
Backlund, The ring physician check- 
ed the cut and warned the referee 
то keep a close check 

Patlerson attacked without mercy 


and Backlund received a savage 
battering. He appeared unable to 
take ти 

referee stepped in and stopped Ihe 
‘contest. Patterson high in victory hit 
Skoaland and took the belt tram 

him. Backlund seeing this hit Patter- 
son and regained his belt. 

The rematch was just a continua- 
tion of the first match with both 
wrestlers waging war. Only this time 
Patterson received the cot head and 
bled. Patterson hurt fought back 
furiousty and had Backlund bloody. 
They continued both bloody but Paf- 
lerson took brass knuckles from his 


trunks and knocked Backlund out 
cod 

Patlerson covered for the pin bul. 
he referee was arguing with 
Skoaland, who by now stood'on the 
Ting apron. Wizard, who also was. 
sifting at ringside, jumped up and 
called tor Patterson to get ће 
referee: Patterson did just that but 
as the referee walked away, Patter- 
son yellod at Skcatand who hit Pat- 
terson with the WWF gold belt and 
knocked him coid. Now with both 
wrestlers practically unconcia 
the referee counted both out, 

This obviously called for yet 
another rematch but the WWF 

Bob Backlund checks out the steel 


mesh which will keep him and Pat 
Patterson inside the ring. 
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decided that neither manager be 
allowed at ringside. For the match 
Patterson and Wizard entered Ihe: 
ring but the referee ordered Wizard 
Qut and he decided to leave. Then 
Backlund and Skoaland entered the 
fing. It looked fike Skoaland wasn't 
leaving so Wizard took Patterson 
and lett for the dressing room, They 
returned only after order was retum- 
ed when Wizard ws assured that 
both of them would jeave before the 
bell 

The third match saw Blacklund 
turn into a tiger. He tossed Patter- 
зоо about and had the upper hand 


Backlund takes Pat Patterson by the 
back of his head betore ramming him 
into the steel mesh. 























through most of the contest. Patter 
Son soon became a bloody mess. 
Then came the incident with the 
chair which Patterson used on 
Backlund to win 
Backlund seemed edgy betore 

the match as he checked pris of 
the cage outside the dressing room 
area. Patterson looked calm and 
маз In a joking mood. He said, 
"You'll see Backlund try to climb 
that cage early, He'll run like a 
Scared chicken. | nave plans ready 
for him. ll leave that cage first 
wearing the gold bell. Backlund will 
mot win because he's а scrambling 
ral.” 

Patterson heads for the dressing 
(тоот a bloody and dejected loser. 


Patterson entered the cage first 
ready for Backlund to enter. As 
Backlund was walking into the cage. 
Patterson attacked. Anything went 
in this match. No referee. The rules 
were Simple. Anything goes. The 
winner must climb over the top ot 
the cage and down the other side or 
leave by the door and be the first to 
do any of the two. 

Patterson's attack failed as 
Backlund retaliated with punches. 
Backlund rammed Patterson into 
the steel mesh. Backlund tried to 
climb out but Patterson recovered 
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and pulled him down. The match 
turned into a pier six brawl No 
holds were used. Strictly punching, 
Kicking and anything either wrestler 
could think 

In between the brawling both 
wrestlers tried to either climb the 
cage ог use the door. Each attempt 
failed when they pulled each other 
back, Then somehow Patterson 
came up with a piece of ning stan- 
chion which supports the ropes to 
the ringpost. Patterson used this to 
batter Backlund into a bloody mess. 
Backlund was starting fo fade. 

Patterson seemed well on his 
way to victory as he punished 











Backlund with the weapon. Then the 
champion fell heavily to the mat. 
Patterson then started to climb to 
the top and was neatly there when 
Backlund managed to pull him 

down. Somehow Backlund landed 
some well aimed punches which 
Staggered Patterson. 

Backlund then armwhipped Pat 
terson into the steel mesh. Patter- 
son bounced off, Then Backlund 
lock Patterson by the enkles and us- 
ing a boomerang йір. sent Patterson 
head first into the mesh. Patterson 
Dounced off. blood dripping down 
his face. 











They continued to batter one 
another Each punch, kick taking iis 
101. The bloody wrestlers were now 
moving much slower, their bodies. 
taking a beating Only instinct and 
durability keeping them from collap- 
sing. Patterson downed Backlund 
and climbed again He made il to the 
top, Backlund also climbed up to the 
top and they continued to fight it 
ош. 

Patterson now removed those 
taped brass knuckles. He swung but 
Backlund blocked the blow. Again 
Patterson's blow was blocked, 
Backlund then connected with his 
elbow to Patterson's forehead, The 
momentum carried Backlund off the 
cage and he toppled down. Patter- 
sen was knocked loose as he held 
оп but hung upside down 

Backlund recovered first and 
caught Patterson from behind and 
delivered his famous Atomic Spine- 
breaker. Now it was Patterson In 
адопу from the force of this 
maneuver, Backlund was also. 
worse for wear from using his 
strength to deliver his hold. Both 
wrestlers crawled to the door. 
Backlund was nearer and Patterson 
tried to grab his ankle. But Backlund 
kicked Pattersonin the face and {ell 
backwards out the door which made 
him the winner, 

As Backlund was falling aut of the. 
саде, Patterson dived for the open- 
ing but the door caught him in ће, 
face and knocked him back. 
Backlund received a standing ova- 
tion from the fans, who had never 
stopped yelling Irom the beginning 
of the contest 

The WWF belt was handed to 
Backlund by Skoaland and the fans 
cheered wildly. Then they headed 
for the dressing roam. Before ente 
ing Backlund managed to utter, “I'm 
glad | won. | tought my heart out in 
there. | showed Patterson who's the 
champion. The fans showed me 
they were behind me alt the way, 1 
thank them dearty.”" 

Heading for his dressing room 
Patterson stopped long enough to. 
say. "I'm not through yet. t stil hold 
two victories over Backlund. He's 
‘only won one. This thing is far from 
finished between us,” 

This historic Steel Cage match 
was over but Patterson's remarks 
had truth to them. There will be. 
other matches between them. Can 
Backlund keep holding off the per- 
sisiam Patterson? The world of 
wrestling wonders. 





KILLER BROO 
“| DONT CAR 






By LOU SAHADI 


The bearded bad man has issued a warning 
to any opponent he faces that he is out to win 
any way he can and will stop at nothing. 


ABOUT RULES!” 







His beard was longer than 
ever. He sat with a scowl on his 
gg oce. chomping vigorously on a 
large cigar. Detiantly, he would 
Wirici the ashes on the floor. From 


time to time he would turn to one 
side and expectorate into a large 
coffee can in front of his locker. 
Then he would sit back ina com- 
fortable looking arm chair, his 
weight causing it to tilt back- 
wards against the wall 

Killer Brooks was back. He 
had just returned from a trip to 
Japan. It was a trip that he 
wanted to make even though 
he's only been on the circuit 
eight years now, An invitation to 
wrestle in Japan is usually 
reserved for the more widely 
known veteran stars, but Brooks 
is something else again. He’s a 
young man in a hurry, chasing 
the dollar and the fame that goes 
with it. 

There / continued on page 46 
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KILLER BROOKS: 


Jeontinued from 45 


is a youthful look to Brooks. Albeit, 
he is only 33 years old. As wrestlers 
90, itis young. Yet, some guys at 33 
look like they're 40. Because of his 
boyish looks, Brooks at first impres- 
sion, doesn’t appear to be mean: but 
looks are deceiving. His killer in- 
stinct is below the surface, deep 
down where it counts. The mistake 
most people make is that Brooks 
isn’t mean because he doesn't look 
il. A volcano looks equally peaceful. 
History has recorded the rest. 

There isn’t anything fancy about 
Brooks, which is the way he wants. 
it. His wrestling attire consisted of 
plain black tights, black books, and 
black jacket with the name "Killer 
Brooks" stretched across the back 
in white. He just shuns at the fancy 
frllis that some of his opponents 
masquerade in. 

“Those fancy duds are for the 
losers," snapped Brooks with a light 
Texas twang. "Гуе never been опе 
tor that sort of stuff. It's not going to 
help you wrestle. Only one thing can 
help you there, and that's ability. 
Nothing else. Once a guy takes off 
all those fancy pieces, he has 
nothing but himself." 

Brooks has ability. He has size, 
too. He has broad shoulders which 
frame a 52" chest. He has strong 
legs and is well built. The only things 
fancy about him are his tatoos 
which appear on both arms, one on 
each of his biceps and forearms. 
The tatoos are the result of a dare 
made by one of his army buddies 
While he was stationed in West 
Germany as a military policeman. 

He didn't have a beared then, ог 
while he was growing up in Dallas. 
Texas. It's something that Brooks 
has acquired when he got out of 
service and decided to embark on a 
Wrestling career. Not that he 
needed it for wrestling. It's just that 
he feels comfortable in a beard, and 
itis part of his character. 

"1 can't understand the 
dumbness of people,” snorted 
Brooks. "Invariably, they all ask me 
why I grew a beard. Now, isn’t that 
stupid? | ask them why they shave? 
Their answer invariably is that they 
don’t like beards. 

"Well, that’s a good reason why 1 
grew a beard, simply because 
people don't like them. I don't want 
people to like me, so it’s just perfect 
forme. A lot of wrestlers go around 
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Brooks applies a reverse chinlock оп 





El Brasero. 





worrying if the fans like them or 
not. Me, I couldn't care less. That's 
mot important to me. | prefer that 
people don’t like me. This way | 
don't have to worry about it. I'm not 
Tunning any popularity contest. 
That's the crutch losers use. l'm 
only interested in one 
thing—winning and the money that 
itbrings. 

"Atleast | know what I want. I've 
only been in this business eight 
years, but | already know that 
money is the big thing. I'll go 
anywhere to chase it. That was one 
of the biggest things that lured me to. 
Japan. Naturally, Iwas quite 
honored to get asked. They only 
invite the best wrestlers over there. 
But, the money was right so | 
accepted. Otherwise; | wouldn't 
have gone.” 

The way Brooks’ star is climbing, 
itwon'tbe his last trip. Before he 
was there for a month the name 
Killer was familiar to Japanese fans 
through such stars as Kowalski, 
Austin, and Кох. Now, Brooks has 
given them something to remember. 
What's more, Brooks liked what he 
‘saw in Japan and hopes to go back 
again soon. 

“The people treated me good 
over there.” remarked Brooks. 

They respect ability. The American 
fans should learn about being 
courteous from the Japanese. 
Courtesy and respect. They don't 
heckle the wrestlers like they do 
over here. 1 just wish the fans would 
leave us alone so that we can do a 


better job. 

“I was also impressed with the 
Japanese wrestlers, They are 
Vicious and clever, which is the way 
ike it. | thought that the wrestlers 
would be small, but they were big 
and heavy. What's more, they take 
their wrestling seriously. When they 
lose, they regard it as a great 
personal setback. That's the way it 
should be. Wrestling is a serious 
sport, and anyone who takes it 
lightly shouldn't be їп the business, 
What also impressed те about 
the Japanese wrestlers was that 
they are constantly working out. 
They always strive for perfection. | 
до for that, too. The more you work 
at something, the better you'll be at 
it. Imust say | had a successful tour. 
| had 20 matches, won 12, and was 
disqualified the other eight times. 
The referees were the same 
anywhere you go—untair. Bul the 
crowds were big, and it meant that | 
got to put a lot of money in the 
bank.” 

‘On the way back from Japan, 
Brooks stopped in Hawaii. It was 
somewhat of a busman's holiday. 
He wanted to work out and work on 
afew new holds he learned in Japan 
before returning to the continental 
United States. In between a little 
relaxation on the beach, Brooks ac- 
complished what he wanted. 

“I learned some new approaches 
to my elbow smash," revealed 
Brooks. "However, l'm not about to 
tell anyone aboutit. I'l let my 
opponents discover it when it is too 











CRM 
Brooks is as mean 
as anybody. 


At one time, Brooks obeyed the rules. 


late to do them any good. The 
Japanese taught me to be clever. 
They also showed me a new diet of 
food, namely raw fish, octopus, 
shark, and tender Kobe beet. Like I 
mentioned, | learned a lot in Japan." 
Itwas during his Japanese 
adventure that Brooks decided to 
grow his beard heavier. The way he. 
figures it, the fuller growth will make 
him meanier and more ooery. That 
should make fans even more hostile 








toward him, which is what he wants 
anyway. 
He also wants 





o settle a few 
personal matters in the ring. On the 
top of his list is Bobo Brazil. Right 
behind are Tex McKenzie and Igor. 
It's quite an ambitious goal. All three 
are recognized stars. Yet, Brooks is 
completely blase about the whole 
thing: In fact, he is even looking 
ahead, past the celebrated trio. That 
should say something about 








his confidence. 

"After | finish with those three, | 
may decided to team with a tag 
partner just to beat the champion 
tag teams around here,” disclosed 
Brooks. “I want to beat these 
supposed stars before I leave for 
another trip to Japan. | won't leave 
until accomplish what have in 
mind. I'll tell you another thing. | 
don't plan to be around here that 
long, either. The sooner | get it done, 
the quicker | can return to Japan 
and start getting that big money. 
fame, and respect that | deserve 
which goes unrewarded in the U.S. 
where I'm not appreciated. 

| thought things would change 
when | gol back from Japan the first 
time, bit it hasn't I's no different 
than when | left. | am not being 
treated with the respect and 
admiration that | justly deserve. It's 
not only the fans but the promoters, 
тоо. They aren't giving mea steady 
stream of main event matches as 
they promised after my tour. 

“It may sound like sour grapes, 
butit isn't. A deal is a deal, [lived up. 
tomy end, but the promoters are 
reneging оп theirs. | earned main 
event status, and | expected to be 
given that recognition; but all де! 
are promises. I'ma guy in a hurry. 
and | don't have the patience to 
wait 

That's what | mean about 
respect. If you just sit back and take 
it, they won't have any respect for 
you. I'm not made that way. I fought 
to earn my respect, and nobody is 
going to deprive me of it by treating 
me like a stumble bum. I'm far from 
one of those. Nobody has given me 
a break. I've gotten this far all by 
myself. I earned my way to the top. 

"It's just like | implore the fans 
when I'm on television. If they 
disagree with anything that 1 do, 
then let them come to the arena and 
tell meso, right to my face if they 
have nerve enough to do so. | don't 
go for all that petty talking behind 
my back, Where | come from, you 
walk up to а man and look at him 
straight in the eye; and if you have 
anything to say, you say it.” 

Itwas obvious that Brooks had 
gotten tougher. He wasn't by any 
stretch of the imagine soft before he 
went to Japan; but he's back in the 
U.S. circles with hardened feelings 
about fans, promoters, and all of his 
opponents. In that respect, he's 
consistent. 

‘continued on page 48 
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leontinued from page 47 
"ITmanewman," exclaimed 
Brooks. "Му outlook is different. | 
don't care for rules any more. 1 used 
to obey them, but it didn't get me 
anything except a few injuries from 
other wrestlers who didn't abide by 
them. So, why should I? If it has to 
bean eye for an eye and a tooth for 
a tooth, then l'm willing to let the 
chips fall where they may, That's 
what this game is all about anyway. 


His eyes closed, Brooks squeezes 
with all his strength. 
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Let this be a warning to 
everybody. I'll go out to win in any 
way. and I mean any way that | can 
There is no limit to what I will do to 
achieve a victory. That's the way | 
want it, and my opponent better face. 
up to what he's getting into before 
he climbs into the ropes against me 
Atleast, I am warning them. 

"As soonas I sign for a match, | 
begin to get ready for my opponent. 
plan my moves more now. I study 








films of different matches, much ike. 
| did when I was playing football, 
and it has worked. I can read films 
and by the same token discover ту 
‘opponent's weekness. After that, all 
Ihave to do is attack that weakness, 
just like in football. l'm ahead of my 
opponent even before | step into the 
ring" 

Brooks wants to continue to step. 
upward. The way it looks, it's going 

- obe hard to keep him down 








Brooks: "i'm ПО! appreciated by 
promoters or the fans." 
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DiBiase prefers scientific wrestling 
zh and displays his Armlock. 














TED DIBIASE CRAVES 
FOR REVENGE 


(PHOTOS AND STORY By FRANK AMATO) | 


“1 can’t stand Pat Patterson... | 


£N Ihate his guts,” exclaims | 
pr DiBiase. “I won't be satisfied | 
- until I beat him and 


get my revenge.” 





















ES 


Ted DiBlase poses with WWF North 
American belt during his title reign. 









continued from page $1 
just passed by but suddenly 
whirled about and, smiling broadly, 


ee held up the belt he had won trom, 
Ted. 


Patterson said, “See how easy | 
=> beat that dude? | beat him as easily. 


as | beat you DiBiase. Anytime you 
feel lucky come try and take this belt 
away from me. You won't becau 
you can't beat me. 
DiBiase gritted his teeth and held 
his tongue. He clenched his fists 
1 т andunclenched them as Patterson 


turned and continued on to hls. 
dressing room. DiBiase looked 
down on the floor and didn't move 
fora good minute. Words seemed to 
fail him at this point 


Later in his dressing room. 
DiBiase seemed calm enough to 

Pat Patterson staggers DiBiase. talk. He said, "1 can’t stand that 
Patterson. He always tried to rub my 
nose into the ground, Sure he wears 
the belt | once wore. Sure he holds 
the victory aver me but a shallow 
Victory at that, No wrestling fan who 
saw that match thinks he earned 
that belt. He cheated to win. | didn't 
have to cheat. 

DiBiase's temper seemed to flare 
up. His words became harsher as he 
poke. He continued, "I won the belt 
fair by whipping Fritz Von Erich. | 
defended the belt against ай who 
challenged me for it. won these 
matches with hard, clean wrestling. 
Look, lm no angel but if you foul me 
II до the same. You wanta clean 

— match I'll give you a clean match, | 
The action spills outside the ring as DiBiase aims a punch at Luscious let my opponents set the mood of 
Johnny Valiant. ni 





DiBiase sends Jimmy Valiant for a trip by propelling him by the leg. 
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JOAN WISE 
‘announces a 


И 
$ unique new club for 
Е БЕ tactics in 
{ WOMEN WRESTLING 
| WOMEN BOXING 
; 


CATFIGHTS & SPECIAL 
PIN MATCHES 


with 

JAN HEFNER «JOAN WISE 
HELENE LUSTGARTEN 
& New Fighting Beauties 


* LIVE ACTION FILMS 
* EXCITING PHOTOS 

* PRIVAFE MATCHES 

* CUSTOM FILMS 


Atlas yo сп pet the films and photos 
Ware always wanted and even ме 
actual matches The newly formed Joan 
Wire Club s now Петар films and 
photos of it нм емип of spectacular 
Marches between some ofthe country 

Strongest und тюм atractve women. 
Including mised matches. For a ору of 
Joon Wie's new Newsletter and inlor- 
mation on all the beneit of member 
hip. simply vend S3 today to. 

wise 


IOAN 
Box 12911)» Bronx. GPO 
New York 1048) 
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DYNAMIT! 


Bizarre Catfighting | 
Farm GIRLS WRESTLING 
чн тат 








UFOs ON EARTH! 
Are travelers trom other galaxies 
landing on earth? Are we in danger 
of attack from alien invaders? Read 
all about the UFO phenomenon in 
Ideal's UFO Magazine! Act now, and 
welll rush you a sample issue. Just 
mail $1.25, plus 50е for postage and 
handling, to Ideal House 
2 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
10016 


@ tady 
йене 








тарт ATEISTE 
3or 257P. 

PEARL ЕГ 
X.Y. 10965 
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autographs which Ted obliges. 


‘continued from page 32 


Still, Patterson used a dirty 
method to take the belt from me. 1 
had him on the verge of lasing 
when he pushed me into the 
referee and it stunned us both, 
This gave him enough time to take 
brass knuckles from his tights and 
hit me with them. | never even saw 
the blow land which knocked me 
‘out | was pinned and never knew 
it happened. 

It has been months since that 
title match and Ted did receive а 
few rematches to try and regain 
the lost championship. Yet he has 
failed. This irks him and leaves him 
bitter. He says, “The man has 
many tricks which he uses to keep. 
the belt. Гуе tried my best but I 
can't seem to pull it all together. 1 
think | tried 100 hard. | let ту 
temper betray me at times. You 
can't lose your cool against 
Patterson. The man is crafty’ 

There were about five remaiches 
after which Patterson called a halt. 
There would be no more rematches 
for DiBiase. Ted comments, 
was The Wizard who manages Pat- 














DiBiase is extremely popular with mat fans as they surround him for 


terson who stopped те. He com- 
plained to the WWF that | didn't 
deserve any more title bouts. Con- 
sidering my record against Patterson 


they had to concur, 1 don't agree 
but you can't fight city hall. Still I 
won't rest. | want revenge. All | 
think about is revenge. The man 
hasn't beaten me fairly yet. | have 
outwrestled him. Гуе outfought him 
bul he’s stayed the champion, | 
won't stop dogging him until he 
can beat me fair and square. 

DiBiase who hails from Omaha, 
Nebraska comes from a wrestling 
family. His father the late Iron Mike 
DiBiase was considered one of the 
best wrestlers around until a heart 
attack killed him while wrestling 
back in 1969. 

Always active in sports Ted loved 
both wrestling and football. He 
entered West Texas State Universi- 
ty on a football scholarship. While 
attending college Ted was also 
betriended by family friends whom 
had known the DiBiases. They 
were the Funks, Dory Sr. Dory Jr. 
and Terry. 

Ted had some background in 
wrestling by taking tums on the 
mai with his father. Now it was the 
Funks who took young Ted under 
their wing. They taught him the 











holds and maneuvers. They trained 
him until һе was ready. Says Ted, 
“Dory Sr. put me through the 
paces for about one year up until 
the time he died from a heart at- 
tack. Then both Terry and Рогу Jr. 
took over between their full 
schedules. Remember this was 
during the time Dory Jr. was NWA 
World Champion." 

With his wrestling training com- 
plete and his college days over, 
Ted had to decide his future. 
Would it be wrestling or football? 
The mat world came out first, a 
decision Ted had never regretted. 

DiBiase received his first pro 
match in Oklahoma against Danny 
Hodge, twice holder of the NWA 
Jr. Heavyweight Title. Ted smiles 
as he says, "Тһе Funks always 
said wrestling would be tough and | 
would be against the best many 
times early in my career. Against 
Hodge | was facing one of the very 
best. | lost that one but | really 
learned. It was a good clean match 
which | enjoyed. 

From thal very first match in 
1975 Ted stayed in Oklahoma for 
several months. Since then he's 
been seen in such areas as, 
Louisiana: Kansas City; St. Louis. 
Missouri; Texas and Arkansas, 
He's traveled to Japan and enjoyed 
his stay there. He hopes to visit 
the Orient again. 

The 6' 4" and 250 pounder has 
gained the respect of his peers by 
winning various titles, Ted has held 
the International Championship, 
Western States Tag Team Cham- 
pionship with Irwin Smith; Central 
States Championship; NWA North 
‘American Championship and NWA 
North American Tag Team Cham- 
pionship with Dick Murdoch. Then 
сате the WWF North American 
Championship trom Fritz Von Erich. 

Ted has many holds which he 
used to perfection. He can end 
matches with his Abdominal 
Stretch; Boston Crab and Back 
Suplex. Ted has gained many vic- 
tories also with his Power 
Bodyslam. This is done by taking 
his opponent up for a bodyslam; 
but instead of doing this normally, 
Ted runs a few feet and comes. 
down upon his man while deliver- 
ing the maneuver. 

There will be many more titles to| 
come Ted's way in wrestling. Yet 
fight now Patterson has the title he 
craves. He wants revenge and 
revenge is sweet, 
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TEXAS BLOOD 


эпте from page 17 


long, blond flowing hair! 

The fans were outraged at the 
new look and immediately Lothario 
took it upon himself to change 
Gino's image. Another "Hair vs. 
Hair" match was arranged and the 
fans turned out by the thousands 
to see this wild bout. 

"Tonight I'l see to it that 
Gorgeous Gino is no longer 
gorgeous," Lothario stated before 
the bout. “Remember what hap- 
pened to him the last time? Well 
tonight | will have the same results 
as before. When he leaves the ring 
Gorgeous Gino will be as bald as 
ап eagle! 

The Gorgeous one simply laughed 
when told of Lothario’s remarks. 
"Не may have been lucky before 
but not tonight. I'll see to it that the 
old man finally loses ай his һай. 
Gorgeous Gino will never lose 
these beautiful, blond locks! 

The match between the two arch 
enemies was another classic 
Hernandez-Lothario controntation 
In the end, however, the outcome 
was complete surprise to everyone 
аз Hernandez managed to defea 
Joe Lothario. The “Designated 
Barber," 650 pound Te-Jon 
Thibbedeaux shaved Lothario com- 
pletely bald to the surprise and 
dismay of everyone. 

This incident only added more 
fuel to the intense hatred that ex- 
isted between the two. 

Since that battle Jose Lothario's 
hair has regrown and in a match 
after this incident the popular Mex- 
ican was able to gain a small 
measure of revenge in a "Dog 
Fight Match" in which the winner 
was able to paint the loser's back 
yellow. Besides, Lothario was vic- 
torious in a recent chain match 
‘over Gorgeous Gino and the 
popular Mexican is still anxious to 
face Hernandez once again to 
show the fais of Texas who really 
is the tougher wrestler. 

When will this feud end? This 
war has been raging for two years 
now and by all present indications 
it does not look like it will be 
ending anytime soon 











A serious Lothario has his hands 
held up in victory by referee. 
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inalling victory, Lothario stands on the ropes. 
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Another teenage male likes 

attending matches when Wells is on 
the card. "Wells is kind to his fans. 
he said. "Не signs autographs and 
poses for pictures for us. He is 
never too busy to chat with us for a 
while before or after his match, | 
like his personality and attitude. 

Promoters always are happy 10 
have Wells on their cards because 
his headlining frequently means а 
sell-out crowd which means big 
dollars in the box-office. 

Wells is a true businessman and 
an easy guy to work with,” Pro- 
moter Roy Shire, West Coast wresti- 
ing impresario, said, "He is usually 
available when | need him and he 
doesn't sqawk much about not 
having a vacation, or about wrest- 
ling on Sundays. l enjoy working 
with him and having him on my 
cards. 

He is always on time and ready 
lor his match. Wrestling comes first 
to George and that's the way it 
should be. | have seen many 
champpions in my time and I predict 
Wells will go far soon, 

Although Wells prefers wrestling 
in single matches, he never objects 
when promoters want him to appear 
in tag matches. He is selective 
about his partners, though. 

"What good is a tag team com- 
bination if only one of the team 
members is capable." Wells said. “I 
don't want to sound like I'm bragg- 
ing, but | fee! Гат quite capable 
and my partner should be, also. 
Backlund, Morales, Singh, Pat Bar- 
rett are all excellent tag partners. 

“Many tag teams break rules left 
and right and if they are shrewd 
enough they can get away with it, 
Wells sajd. "1 therefore want a part- 
ner who is willing to back me all the 
way. 

What about the differences be- 
tween football and wrestling? 

"There are many differences," 
Wells explained. “For one thing, | 
am going through many different 
physical and emotion! feelings when 
оп the mat. 1 am all alone, there 
aren't 11 or more teammates in the 
Ting backing me. It's individual com- 
petition, one against one, and may 
the best man win. 








“In football, other teammates 


could cause the loss of the game or, 
оп the other hand, a victory must be 
shared with them. Not so in wrest- 
ling, and this is why I prefer wrest- 
ling, Either | win or lose and I can't 
blame anyone else for any move | 
make on the mat.” 

Wells, а good looking man, 
stands 6 feet tall and weighs a solid 
242 pounds. His bulk causes him no 
problems so far as speed in the ring 
is concerend. In fact, it aids him 
because of his sheer strength 

For example, on many occasions 
he has escaped headlocks and 
leglocks merely by using his 
muscles to overpower his opponent 

"Гат in top shape during the 
football season because of the 
strenuous exercises an athlete must 
undertake.” Wells said. “It's not dit- 
ficult for me to remain in shape 
when wrestling, | work out at the 
gym at least three days per week, 
Iwo hours per day. | don't mind it 
but alter a while it becomes a bit 
repetitious: 

It's the working out, traveling and 
lengthy nights at the arenas thal is 
starting to get to him. Not that he 
has any plans of quitting wrestling, 
but he does admit it's starting go 
get him down 

1 don't think the hard work and 
Jong hours are affecting me any 
more than the average wrestler who 
puts in the same amount of time | 
do,” he-said. "I'm not complaining. | 
love this sport and want to continue 
participating for years to come. l'm 
just pointing out that | become ag- 
gravated when | have no days off 
and no vacations. | love swimming, 
sunbathing, playing tennis, eating 
gourmet foods and these all take 
time—something 1 don't have." 
Wells. in addition to the money, 
loves the prestige and recognition 
that goes along with being a top- 
notch wrestler. He is frequently 
stopped on the street and asked to 
sign autographs and he is easily 
recognized, mainly because of his 
size, at stores and shopping 
centers, 

What does the likeable athlete en- 
joy the most about wrestling? 

"The money is good. Most pro- 
moters on the West Coast. including 
Portland, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles, pay quite well, Although 1 
tend to knock the traveling, | do en- 
joy seeing the country and wrestling 
ives me this opportunity. Also, | in- 
sist on remaining їп good physical 
condition and this is another asset 
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of wrestling, The people are great 
too. Wonderful fans surround me at 
arenas from the moment I enter the 
back door until | leave the arena 

After a while, though, such 
popularity can become aggravating. 
Several young females frequently 
mail him "love letters” and virtually 
every time he pulls up at the arena 
parking lot there are fans waiting for 
his arrival in order to get his auto- 
graph and picture. You could say 
Wells “eats up the attention” but 
оп the other hand, it only makes his 
working night that much longer. 

Considering the fact Wells is 
"'rolling In the bucks" between 
wrestling and football, he doesn't 
live high on the hog as many other 
athletes in his position would. 

"Large Cadillacs, huge homes on 
hills, flashy clothes and diamond 
rings aren't really my thing.” Wells 
smiled. "I enjoy eating well and | 
like dressing in a fashionable style. 
But that's about the extent of it. I 
don't have to have all those material 
things to get me by. 

“| try to make good investments. 
although with the current high 
prices it's difficult. Real estate, | 
feel, stil is a great investment and 
that's where | would like to sink my 











profits, so that when I reach the 
right age I can relax, take it easy 
and not have to worry much about 
finances." 

Wels has interests in business 
and he keeps his eye on the Wall. 
Street Journal whenever possible. 
He enjoys discussing the business 
world and making his predictions for 
the future of the business. 
possibilities. 

He has no interest in someday 
becoming a promoter, at this point, 
Wells would rather be the athlete in 
the ring rather than the man in the 
suit at the office, lining up matches, 
signing contracts and paying bills. 
‘As he becomes more involved in 
wrestling. he may change his mind. 

The man has plenty af plans for 
the future. Like winning a major 
championship. 

“1 want to continue my string of 
victories," he said. "Each victory is 
another stepping stone towards the 
top. At the top is more prestige and 
more money. That's where I want to 
be. | wold fike to win either the 
World's Tag Team Championship or 
the United States Heavyweight 
Championship. Then, possibly 1 
could go on to get a crack at the 
World's Heavyweight 


Championship. 

If Wells does win the big belt, he 
would be the first black wrestler in 
history to hold the World's Champ- 
ionship. 

Ron Starr, another popular wrest- 
ler, is the current U.S. Champion 
under the National Wrestling 
Alliance reign. Starr, like Wells, 
prefers wrestling by the rules so if 
the two did collide fans could count 
оп a scientific, rule-ollowing match 

It L wrestled Starr I wouldn't break 
a rule unless he did," Wells 
predicted. "We both follow rules 
and | think it would be a scientific 
match all the way. | respect Starr, 
he's a fantastic athlete. | would love 
stepping into the ring with him for 
the title. | think if | continue winning, 
a title shot won't be far away. 

Wells packed his bags and walk- 
ed out the back door of Ihe arena. 
At least thirty admirers of all ages 
‘were waiting in the parking lot for 
him, As he closed the arena door 
behind himself, he smiled at them 
and began signing aulographs. 

He nas defeated many opponents 
in the past. He has signed hundreds 
of autographs and posed for so 
many photos. It was another night 
for George Wells. 
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IVAN PUTSKI 


(continued from page 25 


asking me to shave my beard. They 
say I'm.handsome and don't need 
the beard. At first | didn’t think this a 
good idea. You know fans always, 
See me with my beard. Then Tito 
said try it and | did. You know Putski 
is handsome. | like it 

Perhaps shaving his beard has 
brought Putski luck. Shorn of the 
beard he teamed steadily with 
Santana, They have gone 
undefeated in their tag bouts. Then 
they demanded a title match with 
the Valiants but Albano, who was 
still managing the blond duo, 
demanded a non-title match. Ivan 
and Santana agreed 

The match was held on TV and 
what transpired sent shock wave 
through wrestling, During the match 
Putski had his dreaded Bearhug on 
Johnny Valiant when Albano ran in 
and punched Putski. The referee 
saw it and disqualified Albano's 


A bloody and infuriated Putski vows. 
revenge after getting head split open. 
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team. Before a stunned arena crowd. 
and TV audience, Albano and the 
Valiants became embroiled in both a. 
verbal and physical setto, Minutes 
later Albano denounced his team. 
Days later both Valiants and their 
third brother Jimmy denounced 
Albano. 

This sudden change brought 
smiles to Putski and Santana. They 
demanded the WWF to grant them а 
title match. Even Lou Albano was 
thrilled over this match. He stated, 

Without me the Valiants are 
nothing. They can't win without me 
to guide them. I've never rooted for 
Putski before. I hate the man but this 
time | hope he and Santana destroy 
Jerry and Johnny to prove I'm right. I 
just hope Putski and Santana win 
and allow me to shake their hands. 

A few days later Putski and 
Santana did battle against the. 
Valiants. The belts hung in the 
balance. It was a special one fall 
title match. No title match is ever 
easy and this one proved the case. 


Both teams battled in total war. The 
advantage changed constantly 
Both teams displayed expert 
teamwork but Putskiand Santana 
worked like a well oiled clock 

Then the momentum changed to 
Putski's side. He charged like a 
runaway bull, clearing the ring by 
tossing both Valiants over the ropes. 
He tagged to Santana who dodged 
both Valiants who tried racing 
crisscross across the ring Then. 
Santana ducked and both Valiants 
collided. Santana then covered one 
of them for the pin. 

The belts were now Putski and 
Santana's. They had won. They 
stood in center ring waving the 
belts. The fans showered them with 
cheers. Later in his dressing room. 
Putski and Santana were overjoyed, 
Putski said, "I proved nice guys 
finish first didn't! Right is might. | 
waited a long time for this. Tito is 
great. A great partner. Another nice 
guy." Apparently nice guys do finish 
first 


Ivan Putski and Tito Santana pose for 
Wrestling Today just minutes after 
winning the WWF World Tag Team Championship. 
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WRESTLING TODAY 
OFFICIAL RATINGS 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 


WWF World Heavyweight 
Champion: BOB BACKLUND 
WWF inter-Continental 
Champion: PAT PATTERSON 
WWF Jr. Heavyweight 
Champion: TATSUMI FUJINAMI 
WWF World Tag Team 
Champions: IVAN PUTSKI-TITO 
SANTANA 

1, Ken Patera 

2 Cowboy Bob Duncum 

3. Ivan Putski 








4, Pal Patterson 
5. Tony Atlas 

6. Hossien Arab 

7. Tito Santana 

8. Swede Hanson 

9. Hulk Hogan 

0. Chief Jay Strongbow 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 


NWA World Heavyweight 
Champion: HARLEY RACE 
NWA U.S. Champion: 

JIMMY SNUKA 

NWA North American 
Champion: MIKE GEORGE 
NWA World Tag Team 
Champions: PAUL JONES- 
BARON FRITZ VON RASCHKE 
Dusty Rhodes 

Bruiser Brody 

Mil Mascaras 

Ivan Koloff 

Ric Flair 

Terry Funk 

The Spoiler 

Sweet Brown Sugar 

Dick Murdoct 
Jack Brisco 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 


AWA World Heavyweight 
Champion: NICK BOCKWINKEL 
AWA World Tag Team 
Champions: STAN HANSEN- 





Boononawy a 


1 





COWBOY BOB DUNCUM 
Dino Bravo 

Stan Hansen 

Billy Robinson 
Cowboy Bob Duncum 
Jesse Ventura 

Verne Gagne 

Super Destroyer 11 
Lord Al Hayes 
‘Adrian Adonis 

Mad Dog Vachon 


TOP TEN MANAGERS 


Ivan Putski-Tito Santana 
Terry Gordy-Michael Hayes 
Ricky-Robert Gibson 

Paul Jones-Baron Fritz 

Von Raschke 

Stan Hanson- 

Cowboy Bob Duncum 
Larry Latham-Wayne Farris 
The Samoans 

The Twin Devils 

Mike Graham-Ray Stevens 
10. Johnny-Jerry Graham 


TOP TEN TAG TEAMS 


бшемш зюшю— 


omua «л 


1. Captain Lou Albano 
2. Victory Rivera. 
3. The Grand Wizard 
4. Sir Oliver Humperdink 
5. Fred Blassie 

6. Massao Hatori 
7. Sgt. Danny Davis 
В. Gary Hart 

9. Arnold Skoaland 
0. Buddy Rogers 


WOMEN WRESTLERS 


World Champion: 
FABULOUS MOOLAH 
World Tag Team Champions: 
JOYCE GRABLE-VICKIE 
WILLIAMS 

Vivian St. Jonn 

Judy Martin 

Vickie Williams 
Lelani Kai 

Sue Brittain 

Joyce Grable 

Susan Green 

Daisy Mae 

‘Suzanne Ferrara 

10. Debbie Combs 


gpuopemo 


WEST COAST ROUND-UP EES 


By ALLAN BOLTE 


Bruiser Bob Sweetan defeated 
Ron Starr to win the United 
States Heavyweight Wrestling 
Championship tn San 
Francisco's Cow Palace on 
October 13 

Bweetan was tougher and 
more sadistic than fans on the 
West Coast have seen. He stated 
on ALL-STAR WRESTLING, seen 
weekly throughout Northern 
California on television, that he 
would defeat Starr to win the 
title but most fans believed 
Starr could handle him. 

‘The popular Starr won the 
first fall and Sweetan came back 
to win the second. By the third 
fall both athletes were breaking 
every rule imaginable and 
Sweatan was getting the best of 
the champion. 

Starr missed a flying 
dropkiok, sailed through the 
ropes, and landed on the hard 
wooden press table. Sweetan 
came out after him, grabbed 
him by his hatr and repeatedly 
slammed his head against the 
table. 

The Bruiser re-entered the 
ring to beat the count of 10 but 
Starr was hurt, 

Moments later Starr regained 
his senses and when Sweetan 
again came out after him, Starr 
kicked him in the midsection 
and continued working him 
over in the ring. 

Both wrestlers were back on 
their feet and champion and 
challenger were criss-crossing 
the ropes, Referee Frank Nocety 
somehow became tangled be- 
tween them when all three 
collided. While the referee lay 
dazed on the mat, Sweetan picked 
up Starr and dropped him strad- 
dle on the top rope, an illegal 
move that the arbiter didn’t 


witness. 

Four seconds later the ref 
staggered to his feet, saw 
Sweetan pinning the champ and 
counted to three, The bout was 
Over; Sweetan won the third fall, 
the match and the coveted 
crown. 

The fans became angry and 
they complained about the il- 
legal, unseen tactic but it did no 
good. The referee's decision was 
final. 





After being announced the 
winner and handed the crown, 
Sweetan left the ring but the in- 
jured Starr asked for the 
microphone. 

“АП of you fans had to see 
how Sweetan beat me,” Starr 
said. 

“That isn't the legitimate way 
to wrestle. I will get a rematch 
and things will be different. I 
won't let San Francisco and my 
fans down. I'll win back the 
title." 

After the match Starr said he 
will fight differently when they 
meet again. “When a champion 
loses the title, he is entitled to а 
return match within 30 days 
anywhere in the United States, 
he said. “When we have that 
match, fans will see new Ron 
Starr. 

“I always knew Sweetan was 
low down, but what he did 
tonight is inexcuseable. Our 
rematch will be my only chance 
to regain the title and I will do 
зо. Sweetan has a rude awaken- 
ing coming.” 

Promoter Roy Shire said he 
will put up top dollar for the 
bout to be held in the Cow 
Palace, in the same ring where 
the original defeat took place. 

Other action that night 
featured a tag bout between 
George Wells, pro footballer in 
the Canadian Football League, 
continued on page 64 
Chavo Guererro battles 
Victor Rivera. 





| viewing amateur 








_ FEMALE | 
FIGHTING 
DIRECTORY 


meeting, competing against, eor- 
responding wit, reading about, or 

FEMALE 
WRESTLERS, BOXERS. CAT- 
FIGHTERS, STRONG MUSCU. | 
LAR WOME! APARTMENT | 
WRESTLERS. KICK BOXERS, 
MUD WRESTLERS. ARM 
WRESTLERS or MIXED 
WRESTLERS excite you (oo | 
then the “INTERNATIONAL | 
DIRECTORY. OF AMATEUR 
FEMALE FIGHING" iy a must! | 
Wu жиын ees 
book is the шу pebliion of 
Kind and gives you Over B00 active 
isis of PERSONALS (all com 
tacts. direct). MEMBERSHIP 
CLUBS. FILM OUTLETS, and 
PUBLICATIONS. PLUS. YOUR 
OWN. PERSONAL. LISTING 
FREE: Orders filed by reum, fi | 
dass mail! Only SIS. AM-FEN | 
CO. Box 93, Cooper Station (X), | 
NYE 10003 


grabber of a publication!" — | 
PLAYBOY | 




































































CREATIVE FILMS 
PRESENTS 


NINI-SKIRTED & BIKIMIED 
APARTMENT-HOUSE 
WRESTLERS 
For Brochure, Send $1 to 


CREATIVE кииз 
7.0. BOX 20462 
TEANECK, N.J, 0766 











JALTY ITEM 
Write for FREE CATALOG. d 
hyland ID Tac 







Arti 
WRESTLING TODAY 63 























WRESTLING 
WOMEN 


BULLETINS FILMS PHOTOS 


FOR 8 PAGE-16 PHOTO ISSUE 
SEND $5 TO: 
SPECIAL INTEREST, BOX 1722F 
S. HACKENSACK. N.J, 07606 





FEMALE 
WRESTLER/ 
WRITER 


My name is Krista. l'm a young, attrac- 
live, European female who loves to 
wrestle and write about my exciting 
matches and catfights. Write me for 
details: Krista, Box 684, Grand Central 
‘Station (W). New York. NY 10017. 





Sirac, Р O. Bon 847, Brea, CA 92521, Dept эташ 


‘VIDE PEREL RELIED 
CHS = LELO ЕЕЕ 








‘Your name personalized in brillant goid 
color, on five quality blue pens. Perfect 
for home, school or office... for yourseit 
of as an endearing gift. Please allow 4 to 
5 weeks for name personalization and 
shipment. U.S.A. only. 

All five pens in a set must be personal- 
ized with the same name. No more than. 
20 letters and spaces, please. For each 
Set of pens, enclose $1.95, plus 30¢ for 
postage and handling. Send your order to- 
Ideal House Пері. we 
2 Park Avenue New York, N.Y. 10016 
SHIPPING LABEL: (Please print) 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
сту. 


STATS — ашады 
64 WRESTLING TODAY 























ШЕШ WEST COAST ROUND-UP 


and Mexico's Chavo Guererro 
against 6’ 2”, 249 pound Steve 
Strong and The Turk. 

It took Guererro and Wells 21 
minutes, 11 seconds to defeat 
their roughneck opponents. 

Strong is one of the most 
muscular wrestlers on the West 
Coast. Boasting 22" arms and а 
52'' chest, his deeply tanned 
body is solid muscle and ne 
feels his strength definitely is 
advantageous to his grappling 
career. Strong is a former pro- 
tege of Superstar Billy Graham. 

“With my strength I could 
literally pick up any opponent 
and throw him ten feet in the 
air. I've done it,” he said 
“These arms are solid muscle.” 
He flexed them. They looked 
enormous and they were ех 
tremely solid. "My backbreaker 
hold could actually break а 
man's back if I squeezed with 
all my might. But, I didn't have 
a chance to use it in the tag 
bout. I want Wells in the ring in 
a single match. I'd like to end 
his career. He belongs on the 
football field, not tn the wres. 
tling ring.” 

In the match Guererro pinned 
Turk to win the third fall and 
the bout. 

Pepper Gomez returned to 
meet Calosso Calosetti in a 
special attraction. Gomez has 
had 22 years of experience on 
mats throughout the world and 
he defeated his foe with a Mex- 
ican Drop and roll-up. 





Bob Sweetsn gets bloodied by 








Irish Pat Barrett, a former Jr. 
Heavyweight World Champion, 
anid former Ireland Wrestling 
Champion, Americas Champion 
defeated Pistol Pete with an 
Irish Toe Hold. 

The Masked Avenger and 
Jerry Monti wrestled to a 15 
minute time limit draw. 

Promoter Louie Miller pre. 
sented a 12 man battle-royal in 
the Oakland Civic Auditorium. 
Participants included former 
football player Woody Farmer, 
Kurt Von Brauner, Pepper 
Gomez, Bob “Golden Boy" 
Adonis, Don Stevenson, The 
Avenger, Rocky Cordoza, Don 
Johnson, Robert, Acosta and 
Mike, “The Alaskan” York. 

Among the entrees were 
several new faces to the West 
Coast. Adonis, Stevenson and 
Acosta are new to the wrestling 
game but each proved to be fast 
and capable. Adonis ів the 
smallest of the three at 208 
pounds. The 22 year old blond 
is a sneaky individual who, 
after only one year of wrestling, 
has the task of breaking rules 
in a nutshell 

Stevenson, а 280 pounder, has. 
wrestled in Washington, Oregon 
and throughout Northern 
California. Acosta, a 26 year old 
from Mexico City, weighs 234 
pounds and he knows many 
holds. Acosta, like Stevenson, 
prefers wrestling by the rules. 

The four wrestlers remaining 
in the ring were Farmer, Gomez, 











Von Brauner and York. Finally, 
Farmer and Von Brauner battled 
it out for eight minutes until 
Farmer threw Von Brauner over 
the top rope and he was 
eliminated. Farmer was 
Presented a beautiful trophy 
and a check for $7,500. 

Von Brauner and Farmer have 
been feuding for several 
months. Von Brauner had wrestled 
Successfully throughout the 
world for 20 years, while 
Farmer has 9 years of ex- 
perience. Both wrestlers are big 
and strong — Farmer weighs 
265, Von Brauner tops the 
scales at 272 

“I wanted а match with Von 
Brauner with no rules — any- 
thing goes,” Farmer said after 
the battle-royal. “At this point 
Von Brauner hasn't accepted. T 
honestly think he's afraid to 
have such a match with me. I 
think I'm а better athlete and I 
want to prove 1t.” 

When Von Brauner was qui 
tioned hie face flushed and he 
became enraged. “It is below me 
to have such a match," he 
shouted. “Wrestling is a sport 
and it should stay that way. I 
could beat him any time but T 
don’t want to embarrass him, 
that's all. When I'm good and 
ready, and if the money's right, 
ТЇП agroo,” 

‘The Masked Assassin is rais- 
ing quite a bit of havoc on the 
West Coast. Fans and opponents 
insist he has been inserting ob. 
Jects in his mask, then head 
butting opponents unconscious 
to obtain victory. 

The Assassin denies it 

“Have I ever been caught with 
an object?" he asked. "Until I 
do, I'm innocent until proven 
guilty. Why would I do such an 
uneducated, ruthless thing? I 
don't have to. I could take any 
wrestler today with ease. | 

“I want one thing — the 
United States Heavyweight 
Championship. I don't care who 
the champion is, I want a title 
match NOW! I have risen to the 
number one challenging posi 
tion and T still haven't been of- 
fered any title matches," 

Assassin said he will take on 
Guererro, Wells, Barrett, Starr, 
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Strong, Turk and other topnotch 
West Coast stars. 

Contrary to what he said, dur- 

— іб a recent match on television 
his opponent grasped the object 
from his mask and held it in 
front of the cameras. Nothing 
could be proved that it was 
Assassin's object, though, so 
confusion remains, 

‘Admittedly, the masked man 
4s a strong, ruthless competitor 
who has defeated all challengers 
for the'last year. Time will tell if 
he gets a title crack and when. 

Starr told WRESTLING TODAY 
3n a recent interview that if he 
wins back the belt from 
Sweetan, he would gladly defend 
3t against The Assassin. 

Plenty of action has been tak 
ing place in Southern California 
The Olympic Wrestling Club has 
presented matches in San 
Bernardino, Fresno, Los 
Angeles, Bakersfield and San 
Diego. 

Eddie Mansield, the self- 
acclaimed “continental lover, " 

. has returned to Los Angeles. 
‘The young blond is tougher 
than ever and ће hasn't cut. 
down on the rule-breaking. 

Mansfield and Bad, Bad Leroy 
Brown have been battling in 
matches that have surprised 
fans because lately Brown has 
been a good guy, trying to 
follow the rules. 

It wasn’t two months ago 
when Brown was one of the 
most hated wrestlers in the 
area. The 302 pounder from 
Chicago had sent three wrestlers 
to the hospital and the following 
Week changed his attitude, 

Mansfield hates Brown not so 
much because of his change in 
style, but because they are 
former tag partners and the 
main reason Mansfield returned 
to Southern California was to 
doin forces again with Brown. 

Top name wrestlers through- 
‘ut Oregon include Playboy 
Buddy Rose, Roddy Piper, Matt 
Borne, and young Steve Pardee, 
who is becoming a well known 
wrestler rising to the top. Pro- 
moter Don Owens said he 
predicts Pardee will be one of 
the finest wrestlers of the year. 

Jimmy “Superfly” Snuka is 
expected to return to Portland 
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soon. Snuka, a powerful, solidly 
Duilt 264 pounder, іє popular 
with West Coast fans. Snuka 
and Rose had several wild 
knock-down, drag-out brawls in 
San Francisco and Portland. 

Victor Rivera and Chavo 
Guererro have been engaging in 
some tough matches, leaving 
fans on the edges of their seats. 
Guererro still is one of the most 
popular wrestlers in the area 
and Rivera at one time also en- 
Joyed the liking of the fans. 

“I don't care anything about 
the fans now,” admitted Rivera, 
since changing his ways to 
become a "villain." 

Rivera once teamed with 
Pepper Gomez to win the 
World's Tag Team Champion. 
ship. They defended their 
crowns against top competition 
for over a year before losing 


Ron Starr is a fan favorite on the 
west coast. 





Bob Sweetan with U.S. belt. 





the belts. 

Now Rivera loves stomping, 
hitting, gouging and even biting 
opponents. Guererro doesn’t ap- 
prove of such style and he 
therefore has been challenging 
him to a series of matches. 

Ata recent bout in San Fran- 
cisco, both wrestlers were fight- 
ing outside of the ring among 
spectators and ringside chair 
The referee counted them out, 
and Guererro was the only one 
to re-enter the ring to beat the 
count of 10. Rivera had been 
counted out of the ring to lose 
the match. 

Shire is currently making 
negotiations for the two to wres- 
tle again їп a “Lumberjack 
Match" with 10 or 12 wrestlers 
stationedaround the ring, to 
keep both Guererro and Rivera 
in the ring for the entire matoh. 





